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• General Considerations:  Coordination, communication, 
regulatory flexibility, and privacy protections. 

• School Operations:  Public health accommodations, 
school meals, and transportation. 

• Whole Child Supports:  SEL and trauma supports both 
during remote learning and with in-person models.

• School Personnel:  Providing PPE for teachers and also
accommodating teachers who may not be able to return 
to the classroom.  

• Academics:  Schools will need to differentiate 
instructional strategies to help address learning gaps.  
Critical for states to commit to administering 2020-2021 
assessments.  

• Distance Learning:   Technology is never a substitute for an 
engaged classroom teacher, but it can support 
instruction.  Need to address home connectivity gaps, 
and provide teachers PD.  

https://www.aei.org/research-products/report/a-blueprint-for-back-to-school/

https://www.aei.org/research-products/report/a-blueprint-for-back-to-school/


White Parents Are Twice as Likely as Parents of Color to Say They Feel Comfortable 
Sending Their Children Back to School in August or September

Source: Eighth survey, June 15–18
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Note: Sixteen to 19 percent of parents responded, “Unsure.”

When do you think you will personally feel safe sending your children back to 
school for in-person classes next school year?
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Only 27% of Parents 
Feel Comfortable 

Sending Their 
Children Back in 

Aug/Sept.

https://www.aei.org/research-products/report/parents-and-the-pandemic-a-comprehensive-analysis-of-survey-data/
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Parents Want 
More Live 
Instruction for 
Their Children

Source: Learning Heros;  Echelon/AEI

https://bealearninghero.org/research/
https://www.aei.org/research-products/report/parents-and-the-pandemic-a-comprehensive-analysis-of-survey-data/
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Students Had Less Than 4 Hours of Live 
Interaction With their Teachers Per Week

Source: Census Household Pulse Survey

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/household-pulse-survey/data.html


6Source:  Track the Recovery;  McKinsey

Learning Loss

https://tracktherecovery.org/
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-sector/our-insights/covid-19-and-student-learning-in-the-united-states-the-hurt-could-last-a-lifetime


Parents Are Concerned About Loss of Learning In Math

Are there any areas in which you think your child might have fallen behind or 
need additional instruction for the next school year?

Source: Eighth survey, June 15–18.

Note: Thirty-five percent of parents overall responded, “I do not think my child will need any  additional instruction.” Nine percent responded, “Unsure.” One percent responded, “Other classes or subjects.”
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https://www.aei.org/research-products/report/parents-and-the-pandemic-a-comprehensive-analysis-of-survey-data/
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Q. Even if neither one perfectly describes your views, which of the following statements do you agree with more?
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Schools should be focused on trying to get back 
to the way things were before the COVID-19 
crisis as soon as it is safe to do so.

School should be focused on rethinking how we 
educate students, coming up with new ways to 
teach children moving forward as a result of the 
COVID-19 crisis.

Unsure

Chance to Reimagine School

Source: Echelon/AEI

https://www.aei.org/research-products/report/parents-and-the-pandemic-a-comprehensive-analysis-of-survey-data/

