
 

  
 
 

 
In Support of College and Career Readiness in Massachusetts 

 
A Joint Statement from the Massachusetts Department of Higher Education, 

The University of Massachusetts, Massachusetts State Universities and 
Massachusetts Community Colleges 

 
The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Career (PARCC), a multi-state 
consortium, has led the way in developing the PARCC Assessments, a next-generation 
assessment tool designed specifically to measure college readiness in eleventh-grade students 
and to foster instructional interventions in earlier grades that will keep students on course 
toward college readiness.  
 
Massachusetts has played a lead role in PARCC’s development, with the goal that these 
assessments will be superior to those measures currently being used.  In K-12, the 
Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) was never designed to measure 
college readiness, and Accuplacer, currently administered by our campuses to confirm college 
readiness, has been both problematic and ineffective as the primary means for placement into 
entry-level courses.  We are hopeful that the current program of pilot testing the PARCC 
assessments will demonstrate the superiority of this new tool to MCAS in predicting college 
readiness.    
 

College Readiness among the students we enroll is central to the agenda for higher education, 
impacting not only access but retention, affordability and time-to-degree. The lack of (1) clearly 
articulated expectations for college readiness, (2) agreed-upon standards between higher and 
secondary education to reach these goals, and (3) a consistent tool to demonstrate that a 
student has achieved these expectations has resulted in an ever-increasing number of students 
placed in developmental education.  
  
The PARCC Assessments seek to address all three of these issues.  They reflect a definition of 
college and career readiness that was developed jointly by faculty and administrators in K-12 
and higher education.   They are also aligned with the Massachusetts 2011 Curriculum 
Frameworks and readiness standards for each grade, which have been endorsed by 
Massachusetts public higher education.  Finally, the PARCC Assessments are designed to 
provide students and teachers with accurate and consistent information about whether 
students are on path for college and are ready to succeed in college-level work by the time they 
complete high school.   
 
As the current program of pilot testing PARCC continues, including the PARCC Operational 
Assessments administered in K-12 districts this spring and the PARCC Faculty Judgment Study 



 

just completed, public higher education will continue to work with our K-12 colleagues to 
ensure that the cut scores for levels 4 and 5 on these new assessments do truly reflect 
readiness for credit-bearing freshman courses in English and mathematics.  If this proves to be 
the case, we stand ready, as leaders of the state’s higher education system, to support strong 
consideration of PARCC as the primary tool for determining placement for Massachusetts high 
school graduates enrolling in our campuses. 
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