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My name is Joe Esposito and I spoke to you at the Bunker Hill Community College hearing about the 

importance of using technology for our next generation assessments.  I’m here today to share my 

perspective as the Chair of this board’s Accountability and Assistance Advisory Council from its start in 

2008 until my term limit came in 2014 and as a member of the NAEP Business Policy Task Force 

advising the National Assessment Governing Board on such issues as 12th grade preparedness.  From this 

experience, I know the use and value of the data that Massachusetts derives from our student assessments.   

 

I am concerned about the Commissioner’s recommendation to administer two different tests again this 

year.  Schools and districts are expecting to move to one assessment, and most assumed it would be 

PARCC.  It is essential that we act now, without delay, for our accountability system to be able to identify 

and assist schools needing attention and to provide actionable data to guide and direct our limited 

resources.  If the move is to customize PARCC for the future and incorporate Massachusetts-generated 

test items, that can be done without postponing the implementation of PARCC this year for all schools.   

 

If we believe that PARCC is truly continuous improvement in the spirit of standards-based education 

reform that has made such a difference in Massachusetts and that PARCC is a “superior assessment” 

aligned with the improved Massachusetts curriculum put in place in 2011, then we need to follow the 

advice of respected and innovative educators, including former Commissioner of Higher Education 

Richard Freeland, and adopt PARCC now.   

 

If the governor’s concern is that Massachusetts “control its own destiny” then let the adoption of PARCC 

be contingent on evidence to that effect over the next three years.  Just last week, PARCC articulated 

exactly what control the states in the consortium will have, and it is clear that Massachusetts will retain 

full authority over its assessment.  Using one statewide assessment this year will give the education 

community time to fully transition to a computer-based assessment, identify and generate modifications 

needed and adapt PARCC in whatever way the state determines is necessary to better meet our needs in 

the future.  There is no good reason to wait. 

 

MBAE has been clear on why we support the shift to PARCC.  We base that support on its merits as an 

improved assessment tool.  We understand that the development of PARCC has roots in the 

Massachusetts experience in setting high standards with relevant assessments.  We understand that 

Massachusetts has a strong seat at the table for governance of PARCC.  And we understand that incurring 

the significant cost of going it alone and not reaping the benefit of the PARCC work in which our state 

has participated would be an unnecessary price to pay. 

 

We have much to do to realize our collective goal of preparing all students for college and career and gain 

nothing from a continued debate about issues unrelated to the quality of the PARCC assessment.  We 

have enough evidence to know that MCAS has served its purpose and PARCC is the better choice for our 

students today.  I hope the Board will vote accordingly. 
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