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I am Bill Walczak, CEO of the South End Community Health Center, here this afternoon as the Chairman of the 

Massachusetts Business Alliance for Education. I am also the founding President of Codman Academy Charter 

School and believe strongly that every child is entitled to an equally high quality education. 

 

You have heard our testimony at the hearings you held earlier this year, hopefully read our report comparing 

MCAS and PARCC as indicators of college and career readiness, and have seen the information we have 

provided about why MBAE supports PARCC for Massachusetts. You will be hearing from other members of the 

MBAE Board about the Commissioner’s recommendation and your vote tomorrow, so I want to focus on a clear 

message that the others will be supporting in more detail – whatever you want to call it, act decisively and choose 

an assessment. We think the evidence compels that choice to be PARCC. 

 

MBAE’s mission is to promote excellence, opportunity and innovation in our public education system to prepare 

all students to engage successfully in a global economy and society. Our commitment is not only to educating our 

future workforce, but also to ensuring that all of our children are prepared to access the opportunities that 

employment in a thriving economy bring. We may be #1 in the nation but we rank there with only about half of 

our students scoring at the proficient level. It is time to provide the equity in education that will get all of our 

students to the same high level of competence. Right now, we are not. 

Unless we maintain the high standards represented in the 2011 Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks and begin 

measuring whether students are meeting these benchmarks immediately, we risk losing more of our children to 

this unacceptably large gap – which is primarily based on race and socio-economic status. It is not only morally 

wrong but also defies our economic and societal best interests. 

 

MBAE’s simple message is this: commit to the college and career ready standards and assessments that educators 

have worked hard to develop and implement over the past five years. We have verification that with PARCC the 

state can “control its own destiny”. Now, we have to ensure our children are equipped to control theirs by giving 

them the knowledge and skills they need to fulfill their potential and be productive citizens. 

 

Let’s be honest with our students and our taxpayers about whether our students are meeting grade level 

expectations and give teachers the tools to address individual student needs – whether for more challenging work 

or additional support. PARCC offers the tools to do this and can be continually improved and supplemented as the 

Commonwealth desires. 

 

We cannot wait to address this problem because each year, we are closing opportunities to students who fail to 

learn what they need to know and be able to do to qualify for the training or job opportunities our employers 

provide – but often struggle to find qualified applicants to fill. As the state with the most knowledge-dependent 

economy in the country, that has spent longer than any other state field-testing PARCC, there is no evidence-

based reason to delay action with an open-ended vote tomorrow. If you want to call it MCAS 2.0 and modify the 

assessment, do that, but begin this year with PARCC and build on that existing resource that Massachusetts has 

already been the dominant voice in creating. 
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