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New Education Coalition Calls for Strategic, Innovative, Accountable Approach to Build on What 

Works 

Early Education, Expanded Learning Time & Innovation are Targets of Proposed New Fund 

 
(Boston, MA) At an event at the State House today, the Building on What Works Coalition issued an 
urgent call to state leaders today to accelerate progress ensuring all children in Massachusetts have the 
learning opportunities critical for success in the Commonwealth’s economy by creating an innovative 
education fund in the state’s fiscal year 2016 budget. 
 
This new coalition includes educators, business leaders, and elected officials from across the state. 
 
“Excellent schools are the driver of any city’s economy. Families move to cities for the schools and 
schools produce the community’s workforce,” said Fitchburg Mayor Lisa Wong. “My community knows 
what it wants – high-quality pre-K, expanded learning time, and a path to redesign schools for the 
future. This fund would allow us to be strategic about investing in those areas.”    

 
In addition to Mayor Wong, co-chairs of the Building on What Works Coalition include Mayor Kim 
Driscoll of Salem; Chris Gabrieli, Co-Founder of Massachusetts 2020; Linda Noonan, Executive Director 
of the Massachusetts Business Alliance for Education; Chris Martes, President & CEO of Strategies for 
Children; and Tripp Jones, Board Member of MassINC.  
 
The Coalition is proposing a $75 million fund in the state’s fiscal year 2016 budget that would be 
dedicated to funding communities that submit plans to do one or more of the following:  

 Expanding access to high-quality early learning opportunities from birth to age five;  

 Expanding learning time in K-12 through significantly longer school days and/or year; and  

 Designing innovative learning systems to creatively deploy educator talent, technology, and 
public resources.  

 
Communities that participate will also be prepared to be held accountable for tangible results. 
 
“Especially during challenging fiscal times, we must make key strategic investments in our future,” said 
Jose Alvarez, a co-chair of the coalition who is a senior lecturer at Harvard Business School and former 
President & CEO of The Stop & Shop Supermarket Company. “Massachusetts has been a national leader 
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on K-12 progress.  We must redouble our efforts to make a world class education available to all children 
in the Commonwealth.  The coalition has crafted a bold proposal that is designed to support the most 
disadvantaged communities in Massachusetts.  The proposal is a prudent one that ensures real 
accountability for results and a reasonable price tag.”  
 
“True and lasting success is only achieved in consistent collaboration,” said Fitchburg Superintendent 
Andre Ravenelle. “We are all here because we know that there are children in high-need communities in 
our state who cannot wait another two or three years for their communities to have the tools they need 
to move forward. It’s time to give communities the support they need to help their students now.” 
 

### 

 
The Building on What Works Coalition (www.buildingonwhatworks.org) is a new group of educators, 
business leaders, and elected officials who believe positioning cities and towns to accelerate progress 
ensuring all children in Massachusetts have the learning opportunities critical for success in the 
Commonwealth’s economy is among the state’s highest priorities.  


