
Standards

  » Education standards are goals for what students should know 
and be able to do at the end of each grade, in each content 
area.  In Massachusetts, these are known as the Massachusetts 
Curriculum Frameworks.  

  » The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) were 
developed through a voluntary, state-led effort facilitated 
by the National Governor’s Association and the Council of 
Chief State School Officers.  

  » The Board of Elementary and Secondary Education voted 
to incorporate the Common Core into the Massachusetts 
Curriculum Frameworks for Mathematics and English 
Language Arts and Literacy in July 2010.

  » State educators augmented the Common Core State Standards 
with elements unique to Massachusetts.  Examples include 
standards for pre-kindergarten and suggested appropriate 
classic and contemporary authors for different grade-level 
ranges.  Standards unique to Massachusetts are identified 
by an “MA” preceding the number for that standard in the 
Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks.

  » The Massachusetts standards now focus on the skills and 
knowledge students will need for success after high school – 
whether pursuing some form of college or training or going 
directly into the workforce and seeking a living-wage job.

  » The standards narrow and deepen the scope of learning, 
remove the “mile wide and inch deep” approach to teaching 
math, connect learning across grades, and add focus on clear 
and coherent persuasive writing in English Language Arts and 
strategic thinking in mathematics.

  » The standards do not dictate how lessons are taught.  The choice 
of curriculum, the courses, materials and lessons used to teach 
to the standards, is up to local educators.

Assessments

  » New assessments known as PARCC (Partnership for Assessment 
of Readiness for College and Careers) that are aligned with 
the Common Core State Standards were field tested in 300 
Massachusetts districts in spring 2014.

  » Field tests allow developers to ensure that test questions are fair, 
challenging and high quality and allow schools and students to 
experience the test before it counts.

  » School districts are deciding during spring 2014 and fall 2014 
whether they will administer the PARCC assessment or the 
MCAS in the 2014/2015 school year.

  » The state Board of Elementary and Secondary Education will 
vote in the fall of 2015, following the two-year pilot, whether to 
fully implement PARCC as the state’s student testing program.

  » All high school students through at least the class of 2018 must 
continue to pass the grade 10/high school MCAS tests in ELA, 
Mathematics, and Science and Technology/Engineering to 
satisfy the state graduation requirement.

  » MA Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
Commissioner Mitchell Chester has been chairman of the 
voluntary consortium of 18 states and the District of Columbia 
that developed the PARCC assessment.

  » Teachers in Massachusetts worked directly with PARCC—
through labs, discussions, the development of test questions 
and a preliminary pilot test – to develop the PARCC assessment. 

  » The PARCC assessment is designed to measure how well 
students in grades 3-11 apply their knowledge by showing their 
work and explaining their reasoning.

  » The MCAS exam, developed 17 years ago, was not designed 
to measure a student’s readiness for college and career.  In fact, 
37% percent of Massachusetts public high schools graduates 
take at least one remedial course during their first semester in 
a Massachusetts public college or university.  That number is 
65% at community colleges. 

  » Each of Massachusetts public colleges and universities has 
committed to use student performance on the PARCC tests as 
an indicator of students’ readiness for entry level, credit bearing 
college courses.

  » The PARCC test will include embedded supports for English 
language learners and students with special needs.
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