
Massachusetts Standards & Assessments 

Facts vs Myths
Myth #1: Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
are national standards being imposed on states by 
federal mandate.

FaCt: The CCSS were developed at the initiative of 
states in a process facilitated by the National Governors 
Association and the Council of Chief State School Officers 
that involved no federal funds. Participation was voluntary 
and Massachusetts educators provided significant input. 
The U.S. Department of Education made college and career 
ready standards a requirement for eligibility for Race to the 
Top funding, but states had other options to demonstrate 
meeting that benchmark.

Myth #2: CCSS are “dumbing down” standards 
in Massachusetts.

FaCt: There is greater emphasis on critical thinking, 
problem-solving, and analytical writing, skills required to 
meet college and career expectations. An independent study 
and extensive educator comment confirmed close alignment 
and equal rigor between proposed Massachusetts standards 
and the Common Core.

Myth #3: the math standards do not enable 
students to take algebra 1 until 9th grade and 
provide no pathway to Calculus.

FaCt:  While the standards align Algebra 1 with 9th 
grade, districts can offer the course to any students ready 
to take it in 8th grade.  The MA Curriculum Frameworks 
for math include advanced courses such as pre-calculus 
and advanced quantitative reasoning. The Department 
of Elementary and Secondary Education provides sample 
pathways on its website for students to complete an 
accelerated track and prepare for college level STEM courses. 
Data from 2009 through 2013 shows an increase in students 
taking calculus and a significant increase in low-income 
students taking Advanced Placement calculus courses.

Myth #4: Poetry is not included in Common 
Core State Standards.

FaCt: Poetry appears in the English Language Arts (ELA) 
Common Core standards throughout the grade levels. Texts 
are not proscribed, giving teachers the flexibility to use poetry 
for any standard in which the term “text” is used. Massachusetts 
Curriculum Frameworks for ELA provide lists of suggested, but 
not required, poems and poets for students to study.

Myth #5: CCSS takes away local control.

FaCt: CCSS are clear goals and expectations of what 
students should know and be able to do at the end of each 
grade. Specific curriculum, or how students are taught, are left to 
the states and school districts just as decisions about instruction 
remain up to the teachers. 70% of teachers who have received 
training in the standards agree that these will help their students 
succeed (Teach Plus/MTA).

Myth #6: Massachusetts students score at the 
top in the nation so we don’t need to change course.

FaCt: Massachusetts students may fare well on current 
standardized tests, but too many students are graduating 
from high school unprepared for college and the workforce.  
Thirty seven percent of our public high school graduates 
entering a Massachusetts public college or university will take 
at least one non-credit bearing remedial course in math or 
English.  That number is 65% for community colleges. And, 
69% of Massachusetts employers surveyed say they cannot 
find candidates with the right skills to fill jobs.

New high quality assessments like PARCC that are aligned with 
the standards are designed to provide clearer signals about 
students’ readiness for the next grade level and, in high school, 
readiness for college and careers. Each of Massachusetts’ public 
two-year and four-year colleges and universities have committed 
to use student performance on the PARCC tests as an indicator of 
students’ readiness for entry-level, credit-bearing college courses.

Myth #7: the PaRCC test is being developed 
with no input from teachers.

FaCt:  Thousands of teachers from Kindergarten through 
twelfth grade and higher education, including many from 
Massachusetts, have been involved in the development of the 
PARCC assessment.  The involvement of educators is expected to 
lead to more authentic assessments that are a better reflection of 
what Massachusetts students are learning in the classroom. 

Myth #8: PaRCC will enable the collection of 
student information for a national database.

FaCt: States have control of all student data, and states 
and districts cannot and will not sell student information as 
prohibited by federal laws like the Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act (FERPA).  In addition, at least four federal 
laws prohibit the creation of a federal database with students’ 
personally identifiable information.
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