
 
STATEMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS BUSINESS ALLIANCE FOR EDUCATION 

BEFORE SENATE CHAIR SONIA CHANG-DIAZ, HOUSE CHAIR ALICE PEISCH, 

AND MEMBERS OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, June 18, 2014 

 

Regarding H.4094 – An Act to Ensure Quality Education 

 

MBAE is committed to a high quality public education system that will prepare all 

students to engage successfully in a global economy and society.  Although 

Massachusetts has led the nation on many measures of student performance, our 

Education Reform Act is now twenty years old, and recent research indicates that our 

educational progress has leveled off and our rate of improvement is not 

commensurate to those of other states and nations.  As the Commonwealth has in 

the past, we must continue to adapt and employ the most current knowledge to 

educate our youth and equip them with the competencies required to succeed in 

postsecondary education or to qualify for jobs in the future.  

 

As you know, the Legislature wisely gave the Board of Elementary and Secondary 

Education authority in MGL Title XII, Chapter 69, Section 1D to establish statewide 

educational goals and to “direct the commissioner to institute a process to develop 

academic standards for the core subjects of mathematics, science and technology, 

history and social science, English, foreign languages and the arts. The standards 

shall cover grades kindergarten through twelve and shall clearly set forth the skills, 

competencies and knowledge expected to be possessed by all students at the 

conclusion of individual grades or clusters of grades. The standards shall be 

formulated so as to set high expectations of student performance and to provide 

clear and specific examples that embody and reflect these high expectations, and 

shall be constructed with due regard to the work and recommendations of national 

organizations, to the best of similar efforts in other states, and to the level of skills, 

competencies and knowledge possessed by typical students in the most educationally 

advanced nations. The skills, competencies and knowledge set forth in the standards 

shall be expressed in terms which lend themselves to objective measurement, define 

the performance outcomes expected of both students directly entering the workforce 

and of students pursuing higher education, and facilitate comparisons with students 

of other states and other nations.” 

 

The Common Core State Standards, and the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks 

that incorporate these, meet this stipulation of the legislature.  We urge you to allow 

the process of implementation, which is underway, to follow the course it has 

successfully taken when revisions were made for English Language Arts and Math 

three times prior to the 2011 promulgation of the current frameworks. 

 

In a recent poll, 70% of math, English language arts, science and/or social studies 

teachers in Massachusetts responded that they were enthusiastic about the 

implementation of the Common Core in their classrooms.  74% of math and English 

language arts teachers said these would have a positive impact on students’ ability 

to think critically and use reasoning skills.   

 



 
We urge you not to take the action proposed in H. 4094 but instead to use the tried 

and true system for updating our standards and assessments that has made 

Massachusetts competitive with other state and international education systems in 

the past.  The information required by the bill is being compiled and will be 

presented to the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education prior to their 

decision about adopting a new assessment in 2015. 

 

Massachusetts cannot be complacent and assume our standing in the nation is 

secure. MBAE urges this Committee to maintain our position of leadership by 

resisting attempts to dismantle the hard work already being done or obstructing the 

effort underway.   

 

 

For more information, please contact:  

Linda M. Noonan, Executive Director  

Massachusetts Business Alliance for Education  

617-737-3122  

lnoonan@mbae.org 

 

 

 


