
  »  The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) are clear, 
specific goals for what students should know and be 
able to do at the end of each grade, in each content area.  
The choice of which curriculum, what will specifically be 
used to teach to the standards, is up to educators.

  »   The Common Core State Standards were developed 
through a voluntary, state-led effort facilitated by the 
National Governor’s Association and the Council of Chief 
State School Officers.  The writing of the standards, which 
involved educators and experts from Massachusetts, 
preceded the Race to the Top competition.

  »  The Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education voted to incorporate the Common Core State 
Standards into Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks 
for Mathematics and English Language Arts and Literacy 
in July 2010. Massachusetts mathematics and English 
language arts educators augmented the standards with 
Massachusetts-specific elements which were issued in 
March 2011.  

  »   The Common Core State Standards narrow and deepen the 
scope of learning, so students build their understanding 
on strong foundations every year. They remove the “mile 
wide and  inch deep” approach to teaching math, connect 
learning across grades, and add focus on clear and 
coherent persuasive writing in English Language Arts 
and strategic thinking in mathematics.

  »  The Common Core State Standards promote teacher 
flexibility in the classroom. Only a limited number 
of literary texts are listed in the standards, giving 
districts and teachers the ability to design curricula and 
incorporate their own materials, including the reading 
list Massachusetts uses to supplement the Common Core.  
Standards can be implemented through project-based 
learning, emphasizing inquiry and evidence-gathering 
and stimulating students to apply what they’ve learned.

  »  Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) assessments are aligned to the CCSS; 
and measure how well students in grades 3-11 apply 
their knowledge by showing their work and explaining 
their reasoning. Commissioner Mitchell Chester has been 
chairman of the voluntary consortium of 18 states and 
the District of Columbia that developed the assessments.  

  »  PARCC is being field tested in 300 Massachusetts districts 
in Spring 2014. A field test ensures that test questions 
are fair, on grade level and measure intended skills.  It 
also   allows schools and students to experience the test 
before it counts.

  »  Timely data and results from the computer-based, 
interactive PARCC assessments will generate data that 
help teachers tailor instruction to students’ needs and 
provide direction for professional development. 

  »  The tests will include embedded supports for English 
language learners and students with special needs.

  »  MCAS, developed 17 years ago, was not designed to 
measure a student’s readiness for college and career.

  »  Educators from K-12 and higher education are playing 
integral roles in the development of the new PARCC 
tests to ensure it provides clearer signals about students’ 
readiness for the next grade level and, in high school, 
readiness for college and careers.

  »  Each of Massachusetts’s 29 public two-year and four-year 
colleges and universities has committed to use student 
performance on the PARCC tests as an indicator of students’ 
readiness for entry-level, credit-bearing college courses.

  »  Standardized testing is not a specific type of test, but 
instead refers to any assessment given under standard, 
consistent administration conditions. Diagnostic tests to 
provide teachers with data about students’ instructional 
needs as well as end-of-course assessments students must 
pass to move ahead to the next level can be standardized.
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