
Massachusetts Standards & Assessments 

Facts vs Myths
Myth #1: Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 

are national standards being imposed on states by 

federal mandate.

FaCt: The CCSS were developed at the initiative 
of Governors and state Education Commissioners in a 
process facilitated by the National Governors Association 
and the Council of Chief State School Officers that 
involved no federal funds.  Participation was voluntary 
and the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education provided input based on the regular 
revision of its own curriculum frameworks that was already 
underway.   The U.S. Department of Education made college 

and career ready standards a requirement for eligibility for 
Race to the Top funding, but states had other options to 
demonstrate meeting that benchmark.

Myth #2: CCSS are less rigorous than previous 

standards in Massachusetts.

FaCt: CCSS closely aligned with or improved upon 
what was previously in place. There is greater emphasis on 
critical thinking, problem-solving, and analytical writing, 
skills required to meet college and career expectations. 
Massachusetts voted to adopt the Common Core State 
Standards in July 2010 after an independent study and 
extensive educator comment confirmed close alignment 
and equal rigor between proposed Massachusetts standards 
and the Common Core.  The Massachusetts Curriculum 
Frameworks in English Language Arts and Mathematics 
that include the CCSS were issued by the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education in March 2011.

Myth #3: Massachusetts standards for math end 

with algebra II.

The MA Curriculum Frameworks for math include “plus” 
standards and advanced courses such as pre-calculus 
and advanced quantitative reasoning. The Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
provides sample pathways on its website for students to 
complete an accelerated track and prepare for college-
level STEM courses.  Data from 2009 through 2013 shows 
an increase in students taking calculus and a significant 
increase in low-income students taking Advanced 
Placement calculus courses. 

Myth #4: the implementation of the Ma Curriculum 

Frameworks is being rushed and done poorly.

FaCt: For the last 3 years, the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education has been 
providing support and professional development for 
the implementation of MA Curriculum Frameworks 
and developing resources including model curriculum 
units. The Massachusetts Teachers Association and Teach 
Plus have supported implementation through their Core 
Collaborative for teachers. In addition, Massachusetts 
will have taken 5 full years, including a 2-year pilot phase 
for PARCC, before assessments of the standards are fully 
operational. 

Myth #5: CCSS dictate instruction in the classroom.

FaCt: CCSS are clear goals and expectations of what 
students should know at the end of each grade. Specific 
curriculum, or how students are taught, are left to the states 
and school districts just as decisions about instruction 
remain up to the teachers. 70% of teachers who have 
received training in the standards agree that these will help 
their students succeed (Teach Plus/MTA). 

Myth #6: Massachusetts public education 

system is #1 in the nation, so we’re doing just fine.

FaCt: Massachusetts public schools are not adequately 
preparing students for their futures. 38% of public high 
school graduates entering a public college or university 
in Massachusetts will take at least one non-credit bearing 
remedial course in math or English (Dept. of Higher 
Education), costing the Commonwealth $57 million 
annually. 69% of Massachusetts employers polled say they 
cannot find candidates with the right skills to fill jobs. 


