
 

 

 

 

January 28, 2013 

 

Governor Deval Patrick 

Board Member, Achieve, Inc. 

Massachusetts State House, Room 280 

Boston, MA 02133 

 

Mitchell Chester, Commissioner 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

Chair, Governing Board 

Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Career 

75 Pleasant Street 

Malden, MA 02148-4906 

 

Dear Governor Patrick and Commissioner Chester: 

 

The Massachusetts Business Alliance for Education (MBAE) has a proud record of leadership in 

advocating for standards-based education reforms that have led to dramatic improvements in 

student performance in Massachusetts.  I write to express our concern that the second version of 

the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) does not explicitly include computer science as 

an essential, substantial and distinctive component of the overall standards or as a core science 

course.  

 

The absence of computer science in our K-12 curriculum in the NGSS should be of particular 

concern in Massachusetts, where according to the state’s own data, three of the five fastest 

growing occupations and a significant number of unfilled jobs are in the computer science field.  

Digital technology is involved with virtually every aspect of our economic and social lives, and 

computer science drives improvements in that technology.  There are few more pressing needs 

for our state’s economic health than that of preparing students to pursue careers in fields where 

business is creating well-paying jobs that are going unfilled.   

 

We urge the NGSS to make computer science a core course eligible for credit toward science 

graduation requirements and to introduce elements of computer science and computing concepts 

across the curriculum in all grades.  We believe that students in every school should have the 

opportunity to gain this exposure in the early grades and to study computer science in greater 

depth at higher grade levels.  Only by offering it as a core course, rather than as an elective, can 

this choice be equitably provided.  Taking these steps will send a powerful message that 

Massachusetts is committed to developing a technologically fluent and adept work force that will 

attract technology companies — indeed, all businesses — to establish and expand their 

operations in the Commonwealth. 



 

 

 

A model for the computer science standards has already been developed by the Computer 

Science Teachers of America, and the need for these types of standards to be incorporated in the 

NGSS has already been expressed by Computing in the Core (CinC), a non-partisan advocacy 

coalition of associations, corporations, scientific societies, and other non-profits, in response to 

the first draft of the NGSS.  MBAE agrees with the long list of distinguished scientists, business 

leaders and educators who have called upon the drafters of the NGSS to seize this opportunity to 

connect K-12 education to the opportunities and demands of the current and future workforce. 

 

On behalf of the Massachusetts corporations and business leaders we represent, we urge you as 

leaders of the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Career (PARCC) and 

Achieve, Inc. to insist that the Next Generation Science Standards better prepare Massachusetts 

and the nation’s students to pursue the vitally important and rapidly growing computer science 

careers of the future.  We are committed to continuing our partnership with you and other state 

leaders to support the introduction of computer science standards that make this discipline a core 

course and inspire students and train teachers to prepare the next generation of the Massachusetts 

workforce to sustain a vibrant, innovative and prosperous economic future. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Henry C. Dinger, Chairman 

Massachusetts Business Alliance for Education 

Partner, Goodwin Procter LLP 

 

cc: Dr. Stephen Pruitt, Achieve, Inc. 

 

 


