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Massachusetts English Language Arts Curriculum Framework Working Draft: Analyst Ratings 

 July 2010  MA ELA-1 

Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Speaking 
and 
Listening 

K 
1: Discussion and 
Group Work 

K.DG.1 

K.DG.1 Follow agreed-upon rules for 
class discussion (e.g., listen to others, 
ǿŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪύ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘ 
ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǘƻ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ 
discussions or tasks. 

SL.K.1A F     2 Y Y 
MA K.DG.1 goes beyond CCS 
SL.K.1A because it includes adding 
one's own ideas. 

Speaking 
and 
Listening 

K 
2: Oral 
Presentation 

K.OP.1 

K.OP.1 Orally describe personal 
interests, tell stories, or recite poems, 
facing the audience and speaking 
clearly. 

SL.K.4 F SL.K.6 P   2 Y Y 
MA K.OP.1 partially aligns with CCS 
SL.K.6 which does not include 
facing the audience. 

Language 
Study 

K 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

K.SE.1 
K.SE.1 Use appropriate words to 
express actions. 

L.K.5D P     1 Y Y 

MA K.SE.1 has a lower DOK than 
CCS L.K.5D which requires 
distinguishing shades of meaning 
while MA K.SE.1 requires use. 

Language 
Study 

K 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

K.SE.2 
K.SE.2 Identify correct capitalization for 
names and places. 

L.1.2A F L.2.2A F   1 Y Y 

MA K.SE.2 is an off-grade match 
with CCS L.1.2A and CCS L.2.2A, 
which include capitalization of 
names and places. 

Language 
Study 

K 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

K.SE.3 
K.SE.3 Identify correct capitalization 
and commas in dates. 

L.1.2C F     1 Y Y 

MA K.SE.3 is an off-grade match 
with CCS L.1.2C, which includes 
commas in dates. Capitalization of 
dates is not included in CCS L.1.2C. 

Language 
Study 

K 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

K.VC.1 
K.VC.1 Predict the meaning of a new 
word from its context when listening 
to a text being read aloud. 

L.K.4A F     2 Y Y  

Language 
Study 

K 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

K.VC.2 
K.VC.2 Use new words acquired by 
listening to literary or informational 
texts read aloud. 

L.K.6 F     2 Y N 

Unlike MA K.VC.2, CCS L.K.6 
includes words from conversations 
and responding to texts. MA K.VC.2 
is not measurable according to 
decision rule 1 as it cannot be 
replicated under typical 
assessment conditions. 

Language 
Study 

K 
5: Formal and 
Informal English 

K.FI.1 
K.FI.1 Identify examples of formal and 
informal language in stories read 
aloud. 

L.2.3A P     1 Y Y 
MA K.F.1 is an off-grade match 
with CCS L.2.3A, requires 
comparing and has a higher DOK. 
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 July 2010  MA ELA-2 

Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.1 

K.R.1 Determine the purpose of a text 
(i.e., to provide information, tell a 
story, or provide language play, as in 
nursery rhymes, riddles, etc.) 

RI.2.6 F     2 Y Y 
CCS RI.2.6 is an off grade match 
with MA K.R.1. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.2 
K.R.2 Demonstrate how to handle a 
book and turn the pages. 

RI.K.5 F     1 Y Y 
Unlike MA K.R.2, CCS RI.K.5 
includes identifying the front and 
back covers and the title page. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.3 
K.R.3 Locate the title and name of the 
author of a book. 

RI.K.6 F RL.K.6 F   1 Y Y 

Unlike MA K.R.3, CCS RI.K.6 and 
CCS RL.K.6 specify naming the 
illustrator and defining the role of 
author and illustrator. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.4 
K.R.4 Point to show that English print 
moves left to right across the page and 
from top to bottom. 

RF.K.1A F     1 Y Y 
Unlike MA K.R.4, CCS RF.K.1A 
includes "page by page". 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.5 
K.R.5 Point to show that written 
sentences are made up of separate 
words. 

RF.K.1B F     1 Y Y 

CCS RF.K.1B focuses on the 
connection between spoken and 
written language and MA K.R.5 
focuses on written language only. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.6 
K.R.6 Point to show that written words 
are made up of separate letters. 

RF.K.1B F     1 Y Y 

CCS RF.K.1B focuses on the 
connection between spoken and 
written language and MA K.R.6 
focuses on written language only. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.7 
K.R.7 Identify and name all uppercase 
and lowercase letters. 

RF.K.1D F     1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.8 
K.R.8 Rapidly name the letters of the 
alphabet in order. 

RF.K.1D F     1 Y Y 
Unlike MA K.R.8, CCS RF.K.1D does 
not specify saying the letter names 
in order. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.9 
K.R.9 Point to identify spacing between 
words. 

RF.K.1C F     1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.10 
YΦwΦмл tǊƛƴǘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ 
all upper- and lower-case letters. 

L.K.1A F     1 Y Y 
MA K.R.10 specifies "one's own 
first name" and CCS L.K.1A is more 
general. 



Massachusetts English Language Arts Curriculum Framework Working Draft: Analyst Ratings 

 July 2010  MA ELA-3 

Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.11 

K.R.11 Segment the parts of a 
ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘ ǿƻǊŘ όŜΦƎΦ ōŀǎŜ Ҍ ōŀƭƭ Ҧ 
baseball). For example, students clap 
to show that they understand the 
syllables of a word. 

RF.K.2B F L.2.4D P   1 Y Y 

CCS RF.K.2B is more general than 
MA K.R.11 and concerns syllables 
but does not specify compound 
words. MA K.R.11 partially aligns 
off-grade with CCS L.2.4D which 
concerns compound words but 
focuses on meaning. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.12 
K.R.12 Orally blend and segment words 
ƛƴǘƻ ǎȅƭƭŀōƭŜǎ όŜΦƎΦ κǘŀκ Ҍ κōƭŜκ Ҧ 
table). 

RF.K.2B F     1 Y Y 
Unlike MA K.R.12, CCS RF.K.2B 
includes count and pronounce. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.13 
K.R.13 Identify and produce rhyming 
words (e.g., mop as a word that 
rhymes with top). 

RF.K.2A F     1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.14 

K.R.14 Orally blend the onset (e.g., the 
initial sound) and the rime (e.g., the 
vowel and ending sound) in words 
όŜΦƎΦΣ κŎκ Ҍ κŀǘκ Ҧ cat). 

RF.K.2C F     1 Y Y 
Unlike MA K.R.14, CCS RF.K.2C 
includes segmenting. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.15 
K.R.15 Identify the initial sound in 
spoken words (e.g., /f/ as the first 
sound in fish). 

RF.K.2D F     1 Y Y 
Unlike MA K.R.15, CCS RF.K.2D 
includes medial vowel and final 
sounds in CVC words. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.16 

K.R.16 Identify words that have the 
same initial sound (e.g., Given pat, put, 
sat, indicate that the first two words 
begin with /p/). 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA K.R.16 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.17 
K.R.17 Orally blend individual sounds in 
simple one-syllable words (e.g., /c/ /u/ 
/p/  Ҧ ŎǳǇύΦ 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA K.R.17 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.18 
K.R.18 Segment the individual sounds 
in simple one-syllable words (e.g., put 
Ҧ κǇκ κǳκ κǘκύΦ 

RF.K.2D F     1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.19 

K.R.19 Name a printed letter that 
matches a sound (e.g., The teacher 
says /t/, and the student points to the 
/t/ letter tile).  

RF.K.3A F     1 Y Y  
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.20 

K.R.20 Match spoken words to printed 
words (e.g., The teacher pronounces 
/pat/, and the student selects pat from 
a set of three word cards. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA K.R.20 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.21 

K.R.21 Blend letter sounds to decode 
simple CVC (consonant-vowel-
consonant) or VC (vowel-consonant) 
words with two or three letters (e.g., 
man, cat, up). 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA K.R.21 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.22 
K.R.22 Read some common high 
frequency words by sight (e.g., a, the, I, 
my, you, is, are). 

RF.K.3C F     1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.23 

K.R.23 Use letter-sound knowledge to 
write simple messages and words, 
which accurately represent at least the 
initial sounds (e.g., soap written as 
sop). 

L.K.2D F     1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.24 
K.R.24 Make predictions about text 
content using the illustrations. 

RL.K.7 F RI.K.7 F   2 Y Y 
CCS RL.K.7 and CCS RI.K.7 does not 
specify making predictions as MA 
K.R.24 does. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.25 
K.R.25 Identify important elements of 
the text (e.g., characters, events, 
topics). 

RL.K.3 F     1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

K.R.26 
K.R.26 Retell main ideas from text 
heard or read. 

RL.K.2 P RI.K.2 P   1 Y Y 
Unlike MA K.R.26, CCS RL.K.2 and 
CCS RI.K.2 include retelling key 
details. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 7: Nonfiction K.N.1 
K.N.1 Identify important elements of 
the text (e.g., events, topics, concepts) 
and answer questions about them. 

RL.K.1 F RI.K.1 F   1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 7: Nonfiction K.N.2 

K.N.2 Identify textual and graphic 
features of a nonfiction text (e.g., title, 
author, table of contents, illustrations, 
and index). 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA K.N.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 7: Nonfiction K.N.3 
K.N.3 Restate and follow two-step 
directions. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA K.N.3 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 8: Fiction K.F.1 
K.F.1 Make predictions about what will 
happen in a story as it is read aloud. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA K.F.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 8: Fiction K.F.2 
K.F.2 Identify lessons learned by 
characters in a story or fable. 

RL.1.2 F     2 Y Y 
CCS RL.1.2 is an off grade match 
with MA K.F.2. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 8: Fiction K.F.3 
K.F.3 Identify words in a text related to 
the senses (e.g., touch, hear, see, 
smell, and taste). 

RL.1.4 F     2 Y Y 
CCS RL.1.4 is and off-grade match 
to MA K.F.3. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 9: Poetry K.P.1 

K.P.1 Identify and demonstrate the 
regular beat in Mother Goose rhymes 
and other rhymes and songs for 
children. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA K.P.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 10: Drama K.D.1 
K.D.1 Act out dialogue from a familiar 
story. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA K.D.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 

11: Myth, 
Legend, 
Traditional 
Narrative, and 
Classical 
Literature 

K.M.1 
K.M.1 Identify and predict recurring 
phrases (e.g., Once upon a time)in 
traditional literature. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA K.M.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

K 

11: Myth, 
Legend, 
Traditional 
Narrative, and 
Classical 
Literature 

K.M.2 
K.M.2 Retell or dramatize a favorite 
folktale. 

RL.K.2 F     1 Y Y 
Unlike MA K.M.2, CCS RL.K.2 does 
not specifically note folktales. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

K 
12: The Research 
Process 

K.RP.1 

K.RP.1 Identify relevant pictures, 
charts, grade-appropriate texts, or 
people as sources of information on a 
topic of interest. 

W.K.8 F     2 Y Y 
Unlike MA K.RP.1, CCS W.K.8 
includes recalling experiences. 
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Research 
and 
Writing 

K 
13: Analytical 
Writing 

K.WA.1 

K.WA.1 Develop and use a topic 
sentence or a controlling (main) idea 
when discussing observations on topics 
related to the curriculum. For example, 
students look at pictures of animals 
from the same species. Starting with 
the main idea that animals of the same 
species can be alike and different, they 
speak or write full sentences on their 
observations. 

W.K.1 F W.K.2 F W.K.3 F 2 Y Y 

Unlike MA K.WA.1, CCS W.K.1 
focuses on opinion pieces, CCS 
W.K.2 focuses on 
informative/explanatory texts, CCS 
W.K.3 focuses on narratives, and 
all include drawing and dictating. 
CCS W.K.1 does not require a topic 
sentence. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

K 
13: Analytical 
Writing 

K.WA.2 
K.WA.2 Describe orally patterns of 
change (e.g., changes in weather day 
to day and over the seasons). 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA K.WA.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

K 
14: Persuasive 
Writing 

K.WP.1 

K.WP.1 Give logical reasons for 
suggesting that others follow a 
particular course of action. For 
example, some students say that the 
teacher should allow more time for 
music because the class needs to 
practice for an upcoming assembly. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA K.WP.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

K 
15: Expressive 
Writing 

K.WE.1 
K.WE.1 Tell a story about an 
experience the student has had or has 
imagined. 

SL.2.4 P     1 Y Y 

Off-grade match CCS SL.2.4 has a 
higher DOK than  
MA K.WE.1 because it specifies 
incorporating facts and details. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

K 
15: Expressive 
Writing 

K.WE.2 
K.WE.2 Arrange ideas of a story in 
order. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA K.WE.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

K 
15: Expressive 
Writing 

K.WC.3 
K.WC.3 Identify words and phrases 
that convey meaning expressively. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA K.WC.3 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Speaking 
and 
Listening 

1 
1: Discussion and 
Group Work 

1.DG.1 
1.DG.1 Follow agreed-upon rules for 
class discussion (e.g., stay on topic 
when speaking). 

SL.1.1A F     2 Y Y  
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Speaking 
and 
Listening 

1 
2: Oral 
Presentation 

1.OP.1 

1.OP.1 Orally explain personal 
interests, tell stories, or recite poems, 
speaking clearly with adequate volume 
and keeping eye contact with the 
audience. 

SL.K.6 F     2 Y Y 
CCS SL.K.6 is an off grade match 
with MA 1.OP.1. 

Language 
Study 

1 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

1.SE.1 
1.SE.1 Use appropriate words to name 
groups (e.g., children). 

L.2.1A F     1 Y Y 
CCS L.2.1A is an off-grade math to 
MA 1.SE.1. 

Language 
Study 

1 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

1.SE.2 
1.SE.2 Correctly use a period or a 
question mark at the end of a 
sentence. 

L.1.2B F     1 Y Y 
Unlike MA 1.SE.2, CCS L.1.2B does 
not specify which end punctuation 
to use. 

Language 
Study 

1 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

1.SE.3 
1.SE.3 Correctly use a capital letter for 
the first letter of a name, the first word 
in a sentence, and the pronoun I. 

L.1.2A F L.K.2A F   1 Y Y 

CCS L.1.2A goes beyond MA 1.SE.3 
because it also includes capitalizing 
dates. MA 1.SE.3 is an off-grade 
match with CCS L.K.2A, which 
includes the first word of a 
sentence and I. 

Language 
Study 

1 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

1.VC.1 
1.VC.1 Predict the meaning of a new 
word from its context when reading a 
text or listening to one read aloud. 

RF.1.4C F     2 Y Y 

Unlike MA 1.VC.1, CCS RF.1.4C 
does not specify "new word" or 
when listening to a text read aloud. 
CCS RF.1.4C includes "rereading as 
necessary." 

Language 
Study 

1 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

1.VC.2 

1. VC.2 Demonstrate understanding of 
concepts by sorting written words and 
pictures into various categories (e.g., 
living things, animals, birds). 

L.1.5A F     1 Y Y 
Unlike MA 1.VC.2, CCS L.1.5A does 
not include "pictures." 

Language 
Study 

1 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

1.VC.3 
1.VC.3 Identify common root words, 
(e.g., look) and their inflectional forms 
(e.g., looks, looked, looking). 

L.1.4C F RF.1.3F F   1 Y Y 
Unlike MA 1.VC.3, CCS RF.1.3F 
includes reading the "words." 
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Language 
Study 

1 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

1.VC.4 

1.VC.4 Identify the relevant meaning 
for a word with multiple meanings 
using its context (e.g., He saw a 
cat/She cut the tree branch with a 
saw). 

L.1.4A F     2 Y Y  

Language 
Study 

1 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

1.VC.5 

1.VC.5 Use knowledge of the meaning 
of individual words to predict the 
meaning of unknown compound words 
(e.g., lunchtime, daydream). 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 1.VC.5 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Language 
Study 

1 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

1.VC.6 
1.VC.6 Find meanings of words using a 
beginning dictionary. 

L.2.4E F     1 Y Y 
CCS L.2.4E is an off grade match 
with MA 1.VC.6 . 

Language 
Study 

1 
5: Formal and 
Informal English 

1.FI.1 
1.FI.1 Identify examples of formal and 
informal language in stories, plays, and 
poems. 

L.2.3A P     1 Y Y 
MA 1.FI.1 is an off-grade match 
with CCS L.2.3A, which specifies 
"compare" and is a higher DOK. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.1 
1.R.1 Use a table of contents to 
identify chapters or parts of a book. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 1.R.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.2 

мΦwΦн tǊƛƴǘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘ 
name, address, telephone number, 
and words and sentences legibly, using 
upper- and lower case letters and 
leaving spaces between words. 

L.1.1A F RF.K.1C P   1 Y Y 

MA 1.R.2 is an off-grade match 
with CCS RF.K.1C, which only 
requires the student to understand 
that there are spaces between 
words, and has a lower DOK. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.3 
1.R.3 Produce a series of rhyming 
words. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 1.R.3 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.4 
1.R.4 Identify the number of words in a 
sentence. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 1.R.4 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.5 
1.R.5 Identify the number of syllables 
in a spoken word. 

RF.K.2B F     1 Y Y 
CCS RF.K.2B is an off grade match 
with MA 1.R 5. 
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.6 

1.R.6 Isolate the medial and final 
sounds of spoken words, determining 
when two words have the same final 
or medial sounds. 

RF.1.2C F     1 Y Y 

Unlike MA 1.R.6 , CCS RF.1.2C 
specifies the initial sound and does 
not require identifying the same 
sound in two words. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.7 
1.R.7 Identify the individual sounds in 
one-syllable words. 

      1 N Y 

The skill described in MA 1.R.7 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. It is unclear how MA 
1.R.7 is different from MA 1.R.9, 
which includes segmenting the 
sounds in a word. CCS.RF.1.2D is 
aligned with MA 1.R.9. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.8 
1.R.8 Orally blend the sounds in one-
syllable words that have 3-4 letters and 
4-5 phonemes. 

RF.1.2B F     1 Y Y 
Unlike MA 1.R.8, CCS RF.1.2B does 
not specify number of letters or 
phonemes. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.9 
1.R.9 Segment the individual sounds in 
one-syllable words that have 3-4 
letters and 4-5 phonemes). 

RF.1.2D F     1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.10 
1.R.10 Add, delete, or substitute 
sounds to change words (e.g., delete 
the /s/ in small - mall). 

RF.K.2E F     1 Y Y 
MA 1.R.D is an off-grade match 
with CCS RF.K.2E which does not 
include "delete." 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.11 

1.R.11 Use letter-sound knowledge of 
single consonants, short and long 
vowels, consonant blends and 
digraphs, vowel blends and digraphs, 
and r-controlled vowels to decode 
phonetically regular words (e.g., cat, 
go, black, boat, her) independent of 
context. 

RF.1.3A F RF.K.3A F RF.K.3B F 1 Y Y 

MA 1.R.11 specifies more letter-
sound correspondences than are 
used in CCS RF.1.3A, CCS RF.K.3A, 
and CCS RF.K.3B. CCS RF.K.3A and  
CCS RF.K.3B are off-grade matches 
to MA 1.R.11. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.12 

1.R.12 Decode one-syllable words in 
the major syllable patterns (CVC/CVr, 
V, VV, VCe) independent of context 
(e.g., bat, car, me, goat, fame). 

RF.1.3B F     1 Y Y 
MA 1.R.12 is more specific than 
CCS RF.1.3B as to what types of 
words are appropriate. 
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.13 

1.R.13 Decode phonetically regular 
words having the same consonant but 
with two different common sounds 
(e.g., hard and soft /c/ and /g/ as in 
cent/cat and gem/gun). 

RF.1.3B F     1 Y Y 
MA 1.R.13 is more specific than 
CCS RF.1.3B as to what types of 
words are appropriate. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.14 
1.R.14 Read words in common word 
families (e.g., -at, -ate). 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 1.R.14 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.15 
1.R.15 Read common, irregularly-
spelled sight words (e.g., have, said, 
where). 

RF.1.3G F     1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.16 

1.R.16 Read grade-appropriate root 
words and affixes including plurals, 
verb tense, and comparatives (e.g., 
look, -ed, -ing, -s, -er, -est). 

L.1.4B P     1 Y Y 
CCS L.1.4B specifies determining 
meaning and has a higher DOK 
than MA 1.R.16. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.17 

1.R.17 Read simple compound words 
(e.g., birthday, anything)and 
contractions (e.g., ƛǎƴΩǘ, ŀǊŜƴΩǘ, ŎŀƴΩǘ, 
ǿƻƴΩǘύΦ 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 1.R.17 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.18 

1.R.18 Correctly spell grade-
appropriate, highly decodable words 
and common irregularly-spelled sight 
words (e.g., cup, sit, cart, the). 

L.1.2D F     1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.19 
1.R.19 Demonstrate use of decoding 
skills and context when reading new 
words in a text. 

RF.1.4C F     2 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.20 

1.R.20 Orally read grade-appropriate 
text smoothly and accurately with 
expression that connotes 
comprehension at the independent 
level (e.g., 95% comprehension, 
benchmark fluency). 

RF.1.4B F RL.1.10 F RI.1.10 F 2 Y Y  
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.21 
1.R.21 Make predictions about what 
will happen in texts using prior 
knowledge and text features. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 1.R.21 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.22 
1.R.22 Answer questions to clarify or 
confirm their understanding of a story. 

RL.1.1 F SL.1.1C F   1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

1.R.23 1.R.23 Restate main ideas in sequence. RI.1.2 F     1 Y Y 
Unlike MA 1.R.23, CCS RI.1.2 
includes retelling details. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 7: Nonfiction 1.N.1 
1.N.1 Answer questions to clarify or 
confirm understanding of a text. 

SL.1.2 F RI.1.1 F   1 Y Y 

Unlike MA 1.N.1, CCS SL.1.2 
includes asking questions and 
information presented orally or 
through other media. CCS RI.1.1 
also includes asking questions. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 7: Nonfiction 1.N.2 
1.N.2 Identify words in a text that 
indicate logical relationships (e.g., 
because, therefore, in order to). 

SL.1.6 F     1 Y Y 
CCS SL.1.6 is broader than MA 
1.N.2. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 7: Nonfiction 1.N.3 
1.N.3 Explain and follow two-step 
directions. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 1.N.3 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 8: Fiction 1.F.1 
1.F.1 Identify and describe the 
elements of plot, character, and 
setting in a favorite story. 

RL.1.3 F     2 Y Y 
Unlike MA 1.F.1, CCS RL.1.3 
includes "using key details." 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 8: Fiction 1.F.2 
1.F.2 Identify the moral lesson of a 
fable or story and relate it to a 
personal experience if possible. 

RL.2.2 F     3 Y Y 
CCS RL.2.2 is an off grade match 
with MA 1.F.2. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 8: Fiction 1.F.3 

1.F.3 Identify the sense (touch, 
hearing, sight, taste, smell, and taste) 
implied in words appealing to the 
senses. 

RL.1.4 F     2 Y Y 

Unlike MA 1.F.3 CCS, RL.1.4 only 
requires identification of the words 
or phrases and not what sense 
they appeal to. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 8: Fiction 1.F.4 
1.F.4 Identify differences between a 
story and a poem, and between a story 
and an encyclopedia entry. 

RL.1.5 F     2 Y Y  
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 9: Poetry 1.P.1 
1.P.1 Identify similarities in ending 
ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇƻŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴƎǎΦ 

      2 N Y 

The skill described in MA 1.P.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. It is unclear whether 
MA 1.P.1 refers to ending sounds 
in the words in a poem or song or 
to the ending sounds of a poem or 
song. Measurability is based on the 
standard covering the endings of 
words in poems and songs. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 9: Poetry 1.P.2 
1.P.2 Identify repetition in phases or 
ǊŜŦǊŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇƻŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴƎǎΦ 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 1.P.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 10: Drama 1.D.1 
1.D.1 Identify characters and dialogue 
in a puppet play or performance by 
actors. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 1.D.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 

11: Myth, 
Legend, 
Traditional 
Narrative, and 
Classical 
Literature 

1.M.1 

1.M.1 Identify common characteristics 
of folktales and/or fairy tales, such as 
animals who speak, magic, a setting 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ άŀƴȅǘƛƳŜκŀƴȅǇƭŀŎŜΦέ 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 1.M.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

1 

11: Myth, 
Legend, 
Traditional 
Narrative, and 
Classical 
Literature 

1.M.2 
1.M.2 Identify the use of rhyme, 
rhythm, and repetition in folk- and 
fairy tales. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 1.M.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

1 
12: The Research 
Process 

1.RP.1 
1.RP.1 Consult local experts to locate 
or gather information. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 1.RP.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

1 
12: The Research 
Process 

1.RP.2 
1.RP.2 Organize information found 
during group or individual research, 
using graphic organizers or other aids. 

W.1.7 P     2 Y Y 

MA 1.RP.2 is partially aligned to 
CCS W.1.7 which covers the entire 
research process while MA 1.RP.2 
covers only one part of it. 



Massachusetts English Language Arts Curriculum Framework Working Draft: Analyst Ratings 

 July 2010  MA ELA-13 

Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Research 
and 
Writing 

1 
12: The Research 
Process 

1.RP.3 
1. RP.3 Make informal presentations of 
information gathered. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 1.RP.3 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

1 
13: Analytical 
Writing 

1.WA.1 

1.WA.1 Develop and use a topic 
sentence or controlling idea to 
compare and contrast observations of 
the natural world around them. For 
example, students make a list of what 
they see outdoors and in the sky during 
the day and another list of things seen 
outdoors and in the sky at night. They 
use these lists to create multiple 
sentences that connect logically to 
compare day and night. 

W.1.2 F     3 Y Y 

CCS W.1.2 specifies 
informative/explanatory texts and 
gives more specific information on 
what is to be included in the text 
than MA 1.WA.1. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

1 
14: Persuasive 
Writing 

1.WP.1 

1.WP.1 Write letters with logically 
connected sentences to make a 
proposal to a particular audience and 
give reasons why the proposal should 
be considered. For example, students 
ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ-
teacher organization to explain that 
the first grade should take a field trip 
to a farm because they are studying 
where food comes from. 

      3 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 1.WP.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

1 
15: Expressive 
Writing 

1.WE.1 
1.WE.1 Develop topics for stories and 
ǇƻŜƳǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
experience or imagination. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 1.WE.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

1 
15: Expressive 
Writing 

1.WE.2 
1.WE.2 Organize ideas into a beginning 
and ending. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 1.WE.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Research 
and 
Writing 

1 
15: Expressive 
Writing 

1.WE.3 
1.WE.3 Write full, simple sentences 
with precise words that describe 
characters and actions. 

L.1.1J P     1 Y Y 

MA 1.WE.3 partially aligns with CCS 
L.1.1J which includes compound 
sentences and has a higher DOK. 
CCS L.1.1J targets speaking and 
writing. 

Speaking 
and 
Listening 

2 
1: Discussion and 
Group Work 

2.DG.1 
2.DG.1 Demonstrate knowledge and 
use of class discussion rules. 

SL.2.1A F     2 Y Y  

Speaking 
and 
Listening 

2 
2: Oral 
Presentation 

2.OP.1 
2.OP.1 Elaborate on personal interests 
and experiences, maintaining focus on 
the topic. 

SL.2.4 F     2 Y Y  

Language 
Study 

2 
3: Structure and 
Conventions of 
Modern English 

2.SE.1 
2.SE.1 Identify and correctly use nouns 
and verbs in sentences. 

L.2.1A F L.2.1B F L.2.1D F 1 Y Y 

MA 2.SE.1 is more general than 
CCS L.2.1A, CCS L.2.1B, and CCS 
L.2.1D which name specific nouns 
and verbs. 

Language 
Study 

2 
3: Structure and 
Conventions of 
Modern English 

2.SE.2 
2.SE.2 Identify and use simple and 
complete declarative sentences. 

SL.2.6 F L.2.1F P   1 Y Y 

Unlike MA 2.SE.2, CCS SL.2.6 is not 
restricted to declarative sentences. 
MA 2.SE.2 partially aligns with  
CCS L.2.1F which includes 
compound sentences, and has a 
higher DOK. 

Language 
Study 

2 
3: Structure and 
Conventions of 
Modern English 

2.SE.3 
2.SE.3 Identify and correctly use 
exclamation marks. 

L.1.2B F     1 Y Y 

CCS L.1.2B is a below grade match 
for MA 2.SE.3. CCS L.1.2B is not 
restricted to exclamation marks 
and includes all end punctuation. 

Language 
Study 

2 
3: Structure and 
Conventions of 
Modern English 

2.SE.4 
2.SE.4 Distinguish a statement from a 
question or a command. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.SE.4 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Language 
Study 

2 
3: Structure and 
Conventions of 
Modern English 

2.SE.5 
2.SE.5 Identify and demonstrate 
indentation for a paragraph. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.SE.5 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Language 
Study 

2 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

2.VC.1 
2.VC.1 Determine the meaning of a 
new word from its context when 
reading a text. 

L.2.4A F     2 Y Y  
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Language 
Study 

2 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

2.VC.2 

2.VC.2 Identify words with similar 
meanings (synonyms, e.g., look, 
glance, peek) and words with opposite 
meanings (antonyms, e.g., up/down, 
hot/cold). 

L.4.5C F     1 Y Y 
CCS L.4.5C is an off grade match 
with MA 2.VC.2. 

Language 
Study 

2 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

2.VC.3 

2.VC.3 Identify and use words and 
phrases that signal spatial and 
temporal relationships (e.g., behind, in 
front of, now, before, after). 

L.3.6 P     2 Y Y 

MA 2.VC.3 is an off-grade match 
with CCS L.3.6 which is broader. 
MA 2.VC.3 partially aligns with CCS 
L.3.6 since CCS includes a wider 
variety of words and phrases 
applied in different contexts. 

Language 
Study 

2 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

2.VC.4 

2.VC.4 Explain the meaning of common 
idioms (e.g., I felt as if I were talking to 
a brick wall because my friend 
ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƳŜύΦ 

L.4.5B F     2 Y Y 
CCS L.4.5B is an off grade match 
with MA 2.VC.4. 

Language 
Study 

2 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

2.VC.5 

2.VC.5 Use a beginning dictionary or a 
glossary in a textbook to find the 
precise meaning of key words in 
assigned geography, history, science, 
and mathematics textbooks or other 
assigned curriculum materials. 

L.2.4E F     1 Y Y  

Language 
Study 

2 
5: Formal and 
Informal English 

2.FI.1 
2.FI.1 Recognize dialect in the 
conversational voices in American 
folktales. 

L.2.3A P     1 Y Y 

MA 2.FI.1 partially aligns with CCS 
L.2.3A which is more general, 
specifies comparing, and has a 
higher DOK. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

2.R.1 

2.R.1 Print family names, words, and 
sentences legibly, using upper- and 
lower-case letters and leaving spaces 
between words. 

L.1.1A F RF.K.1C P L.1.1B F 1 Y Y 

MA 2.R.1 is an off-grade match 
with CCS L.1.1A, CCS RF.K.1C, and 
CCS L.1.1B. CCS RF.K.1C partially 
aligns with MA 2.R.1 because it has 
a lower DOK and specifies 
"understand". 
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

2.R.2 

2.R.2 Decode two-syllable words using 
letter-sound knowledge of consonants, 
consonant blends and digraphs, short 
and long vowels, and vowel digraphs 
and r-controlled vowels independent 
of context. 

RF.2.3C F     1 Y Y 
CCS RF.2.3C only includes long 
vowel sounds; MA 2.R.2 includes 
more letter/sound combinations. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

2.R.3 

2.R.3 Use knowledge of the six major 
syllable patterns (e.g., CVC, CVr,, V, VV, 
VCe, Cle) to decode two-syllable words 
independent of context. 

RF.1.3D F RF.1.3E F   1 Y Y 
MA 2.R.3 is an off-grade match 
with CCS RF.1.3D and CCS RF.1.3E. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

2.R.4 
2.R.4 Read words in common word 
families (e.g., -ale, -est, -ine, -ock). 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.R.4 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

2.R.5 
2.R.5 Read multi-syllabic words 
composed of roots, prefixes, and 
suffixes. 

RF.3.3C F L.2.4C P L.2.4B P 1 Y Y 

MA 2.R.5 has an off-grade match 
to CCS RF.3.3C. MA 2.R.5 partially 
aligns with CCS L.2.4C and CCS 
L.2.4B. CCS L.2.4C requires finding 
meaning and is a higher DOK than 
MA.2.R.5, but does not specify 
"multisyllabic." CCS L.2.4B focuses 
on a known prefix and a known 
root but does not specify 
"multisyllabic." 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

2.R.6 
2.R.6 Read common, irregularly spelled 
sight words (e.g., through, tough). 

RF.2.3F F     1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

2.R.7 
2.R.7 Read common abbreviations 
(e.g., Dr., Mr., Am, PM). 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.R.7 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

2.R.8 
2.R.8 Correctly spell grade-appropriate, 
phonetically regular and irregularly-
spelled sight words (e.g., said, does). 

L.1.2D F     1 Y Y 
MA 2.R.8 has an off-grade match 
to CCS L.1.2D. 
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

2.R.9 
2.R.9 Correctly spell the plural of 
grade-appropriate nouns by adding -es 
to nouns ending in -s, -ss, -sh, -ch, or -x. 

L.2.2D F     1 Y Y 
CCS L.2.2D concerns learned 
spelling patterns and is more 
general than MA 2.R.9. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

2.R.10 
2.R.10 Identify nouns that change their 
spelling in plural form (e.g., man, men; 
woman, women; tooth, teeth). 

L.2.1B F     1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

2.R.11 
2.R.11 Demonstrate use of decoding 
skills and context to identify new 
words in a text. 

RI.2.4 F RF.2.4C F   2 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

2.R.12 

2.R.12 Orally read grade-appropriate 
text smoothly and accurately with 
expression that connotes 
comprehension at the independent 
level (e.g., 95% comprehension, 
benchmark fluency). 

RF.2.4B F RF.2.4A F RL.2.10 F 2 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

2.R.13 

2.R.13 Make predictions about the 
content of texts using prior knowledge 
and text features (e.g., headings, table 
of contents, key words in informational 
texts, story events in literary texts), 
explaining whether they were 
confirmed or disconfirmed and why. 

      3 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.R.13 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

2.R.14 
нΦwΦмп wŜǘŜƭƭ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅΩǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΣ 
middle, and end. 

RL.2.5 P     1 Y Y 
MA 2.R.14 partially aligns with  
CCS RL.2.5 which has a higher DOK. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

2.R.15 
2.R.15 Locate details to support main 
ideas in text. 

RI.2.8 P     2 Y Y 

MA 2.R.15 partially aligns with CCS 
RI.2.8, which has a higher DOK and 
requires students to describe how 
reasons support points. 
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

2.R.15* 2.R.15* Distinguish cause and effect.       2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.R.15* is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

2.R.16 2.R.16 Restate main ideas. RI.2.2 F     1 Y Y 
MA 2.R.16 combines with MA 
2.N.3 to match CCS RI.2.6. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 7: Nonfiction 2.N.1 
нΦbΦм LŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛƴ ŀ 
nonfiction text. 

RI.2.6 F     2 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 7: Nonfiction 2.N.2 
2.N.2 Identify and explain the main 
idea and supporting facts. 

RI.1.2 P     2 Y Y 

MA 2.N.2 partially aligns to off-
grade match CCS RI.1.2. MA 2.N.2 
has a higher DOK because students 
must "explain" details. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 7: Nonfiction 2.N.3 
2.N.3 Explain the topic of each 
paragraph in a multi-paragraph 
nonfiction text. 

RI.2.2 F     2 Y Y 
MA 2.N.3 combines with MA 
2.R.16 to match CCS RI.2.6. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 7: Nonfiction 2.N.4 
2.N 4 Identify the words and phrases 
that connect paragraphs and explain 
the logical relationship they signal. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.N.4 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 7: Nonfiction 2.N.5 

2.N.5 Identify common textual and 
graphic features (e.g., font type and 
size, diagrams) and explain how they 
help a reader understand a text. 

RI.2.7 F RI.2.5 P   2 Y Y 

MA 2.N.5 partially aligns with CCS 
RI.2.5 which only requires students 
to "know and use" text features, 
and has a lower DOK. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 7: Nonfiction 2.N.6 
2.N.6 Restate and follow simple multi-
step directions. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.N.6 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 7: Nonfiction 2.N.7 
2.N.7 Distinguish cause from effect in 
the events laid out in a nonfiction text. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.N.7 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 8: Fiction 2.F.1 
2.F.1 Identify the major characters, 
setting, and plot of a story. 

RL.1.3 P RL.2.7 P   1 Y Y 

MA 2.F.1 partially aligns with off-
grade match CCS RL.1.3 which has 
a higher DOK because students 
must describe. MA 2.F.1 partially 
aligns with CCS RL.2.7 which 
specifies using illustrations to 
demonstrate understanding, and 
has a higher DOK. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 8: Fiction 2.F.2 
2.F.2 Explain the problem to be solved 
in a story. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.F.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 8: Fiction 2.F.3 
2.F.3 Identify dialogue as words spoken 
by the characters, usually enclosed in 
quotation marks. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.F.3 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 8: Fiction 2.F.4 
2.F.4 Categorize sensory details and 
images by sense. 

L.1.5A F     2 Y Y 
Off-grade match CCS L.1.5A is 
broader than MA 2.F.4. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 8: Fiction 2.F.5 2.F.5 Retell the major events in a story. SL.2.2 P     1 Y Y 
MA 2.F.5 partially aligns with CCS 
SL.2.2 which specifies "describe" 
and has a higher DOK. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 8: Fiction 2.F.6 
2.F.6 Describe differences between 
fables, folk tales, legends, and myths. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.F.6 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 9: Poetry 2.P.1 
2.P.1 Identify and respond to the 
ǊƘȅǘƘƳ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇƻŜƳǎΦ 

RL.2.4 P     1 Y Y 
CCS RL.2.4 has a higher DOK than 
that of MA 2.P.1. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 9: Poetry 2.P.2 
2.P.2 Memorize and recite lines and 
verses in poems and songs. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.P.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 10: Drama 2.D.1 
2.D.1 Identify characters, setting, 
dialogue, acts, scenes in a play. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.D.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 10: Drama 2.D.2 

2.D.2 Perform informal plays for an 
audience, speaking clearly with 
adequate volume and maintaining eye 
contact with the audience or other 
characters. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.D.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 

11: Myth, 
Legend, 
Traditional 
Narrative, and 
Classical 
Literature 

2.M.1 
2.M.1 Identify and describe the 
characters and plotlines of well-known 
folk- and fairy tales. 

RL.2.2 F     2 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 

11: Myth, 
Legend, 
Traditional 
Narrative, and 
Classical 
Literature 

2.M.2 

2.M.2 Identify the functions of myths 
(e.g., their attempt to explain the 
forces of nature or the nature of the 
after-life). 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.M.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 

11: Myth, 
Legend, 
Traditional 
Narrative, and 
Classical 
Literature 

2.M.3 
2.M.3 Identify the meaning, theme, or 
moral lesson in folk- and fairy tales, 
myths, and fables. 

RL.2.2 F     3 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

2 

11: Myth, 
Legend, 
Traditional 
Narrative, and 
Classical 
Literature 

2.M.4 
2.M.4 Compare versions of the same 
story (e.g., Cinderella tales, fables) 
from different cultures. 

RL.2.9 F     2 Y Y  

Research 
and 
Writing 

2 
12: The Research 
Process 

2.RP.1 
2.RP.1 Use their own questions to find 
information on their topic. 

W.2.8 F     2 Y Y  
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Research 
and 
Writing 

2 
12: The Research 
Process 

2.RP.2 

2.RP.2 Identify the location and 
purpose of various visual and text 
reference sources in the school library 
media center or classroom library. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.RP.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

2 
12: The Research 
Process 

2.RP.3 

2.RP.3 Use quotation marks to denote 
direct quotations when recording 
specific words and sentences from a 
source. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.RP.3 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

2 
12: The Research 
Process 

2.RP.4 
2.RP.4 Summarize and present their 
information in written and oral reports 
or displays. 

W.2.7 F     3 Y Y 
CCS W.2.7 is more general than 
MA 2.RP.4 and covers the entire 
research process. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

2 
13: Analytical 
Writing 

2.WA.1 

2.WA.1 Develop and use a topic 
sentence or controlling idea for writing 
up their observations of cause and 
effect in the world around them. For 
example, students plant seeds and 
draw and make notes on the growth of 
plants under different lighting 
conditions. They use their notes and 
drawings to write logically connected 
sentences to explain the effect of light 
of varying intensity and duration on 
the plants they grew. 

W.2.2 F W.2.5 F   3 Y Y 

Unlike MA 2.WA.1, CCS W.2.2 
covers all informative/explanatory 
texts. CCS W.2.5 does not include 
cause and effect, as MA 2.WA.1 
does, and MA 2.WA.1 does not 
specify revising and editing, as  
CCS W.2.5 does. 



Massachusetts English Language Arts Curriculum Framework Working Draft: Analyst Ratings 

 July 2010  MA ELA-22 

Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Research 
and 
Writing 

2 
14: Persuasive 
Writing 

2.WP.1 

2.WP.1 Write letters with logically 
connected paragraphs and multiple 
reasons to explain to a particular 
audience why a certain course of 
action should be followed. For 
example, second graders write a letter 
to the principal to persuade her that 
the school library should be kept open 
after school because students would 
like extra time to browse books and the 
librarian is willing to work with them to 
ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ƘŜƭǇŜǊǎΩ ŎƭǳōΦ 

      3 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.WP.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

2 
15: Expressive 
Writing 

2.WE.1 
2.WE.1 Develop topics for friendly 
letters, stories, and poems on familiar 
subjects. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.WE.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

2 
15: Expressive 
Writing 

2.WE.2 
2.WE.2 Begin and end imaginative 
stories with familiar words and phrases 
(e.g., Once, One time, In the end). 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 2.WE.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

2 
15: Expressive 
Writing 

2.WE.3 
2.WE.3 Use conversational language in 
stories and poems. 

L.2.6 F     2 Y Y  

Speaking 
and 
Listening 

3 
1: Discussion and 
Group Work 

3.DG.1 

3.DG.1 Identify and serve in different 
roles for small group discussions or 
projects (e.g., leader, note-taker, or 
reporter). 

SL.3.1B F     2 Y Y  

Speaking 
and 
Listening 

3 
2: Oral 
Presentation 

3.OP.1 
3.OP.1 Present information from a text 
or film, organizing ideas clearly and 
giving details from the work. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.OP.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Speaking 
and 
Listening 

3 
2: Oral 
Presentation 

3.OP.2 
3.OP.2 Use teacher-developed 
assessment criteria to prepare their 
presentations. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.OP.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Language 
Study 

3 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

3.SE.1 
3.SE.1 Identify nouns, adjectives, and 
verbs in sentences and explain their 
function. 

L.3.1A F     1 Y Y  

Language 
Study 

3 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

3.SE.2 
3.SE.2. Identify the subject-predicate 
relationship in sentences. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.SE.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Language 
Study 

3 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

3.SE.3 
3.SE.3 Identify and demonstrate 
knowledge of a complete sentence. 

L.3.1I F     2 Y Y 

CCS L.3.1I is more specific than MA 
3.SE.3 in terms of identifying the 
types of sentences, i.e., simple, 
compound, and complex. 

Language 
Study 

3 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

3.SE.4 
3.SE.4 Identify correct subject-verb 
agreement in sentences. 

      1 Y Y 
Upon additional consideration, a 
full alignment could be determined 
for CCS L.3.1F. 

Language 
Study 

3 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

3.SE.5 
3.SE.5 Identify and use ways to 
eliminate sentence fragments and run-
ons. 

L.4.1F F     1 Y Y 
MA 3.SE.5 is an off-grade match 
with CCS L.4.1F. 

Language 
Study 

3 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

3.SE.6 
3.SE.6 Use commas to denote a series 
of items. 

      1 Y Y 
Upon additional consideration, a 
full off-grade alignment could be 
determined for CCS L.1.2C. 

Language 
Study 

3 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

3.VC.1 

3.VC.1 Identify the different structural 
elements of a written word: prefixes, 
suffixes, and other inflectional endings 
(e.g., -ed, -ing, or tense, comparative, 
or plural endings). 

RF.3.3A P     1 Y Y 

MA 3.VC.1 partially addresses CCS 
RF3.3A, which includes identifying 
and knowing the meaning of the 
most common prefixes and 
derivational suffixes. 

Language 
Study 

3 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

3.VC.2 

3.VC.2 Determine the meaning of the 
new word when a known prefix is 
added to a known word (e.g., 
agreeable/disagreeable, 
happy/unhappy, tell/retell). 

L.3.4B F     1 Y Y  
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Language 
Study 

3 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

3.VC.3 
3.VC.3 Distinguish the literal and non-
literal meanings of words and phrases 
in context (e.g., take steps). 

L.3.5A F     2 Y Y  

Language 
Study 

3 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

3.VC.4 

3.VC.4 Identify and apply the meanings 
of the terms antonym, synonym, 
homograph (wind/wind), and 
homophone (to, two, too). 

L.4.5C F     2 Y Y 
MA 3.VC.4 is an off-grade match 
with CCS L.4.5C. 

Language 
Study 

3 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

3.VC.5 

3.VC.5 Use a glossary in a textbook to 
find the meaning of key words in 
assigned geography, history, science, 
and mathematics textbooks or other 
assigned curriculum materials. 

L.3.4D F     1 Y N 
MA 3.VC.5 is not measurable 
according to decision rule 1. 

Language 
Study 

3 
5: Formal and 
Informal English 

3.FI.1 
3.FI.1 Recognize dialect and informal 
language in advertisements, films, 
videos, and songs. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.FL.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

3.R.1 

3.R.1 Write upper- and lower-case 
cursive letters, and use them in words 
and sentences, leaving spaces between 
words. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.R.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

3.R.2 

3.R.2 Decode multi-syllabic words 
using letter-sound knowledge of all 
major letter-sound correspondences 
including those that are less familiar 
(e.g., /ph/ = /f/ as in graph). 

RF.3.3C F     1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

3.R.3 

3.R.3 Read multi-syllabic words 
composed of one or more of the six 
syllable patterns: VC, VR, V, VV, VCe, 
Cle (e.g., caterpillar). 

RF.3.3C F     1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

3.R.4 
3.R.4 Read aloud words in common 
word families (-ight, -ump). 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.R.4 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

3.R.5 

3.R.5 Read multi-syllabic words 
composed of roots and related 
prefixes, suffixes, contractions, 
possessives, and compounds. 

RF.3.3C F     1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

3.R.6 
3.R.6 Read aloud grade-appropriate 
irregularly spelled sight words. 

RF.3.3D F     1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

3.R.7 

3.R.7 Read and correctly spell grade-
appropriate words that have blends 
(walk, play, blend), contractions (ƛǎƴΩǘΣ 
ŎŀƴΩǘ), compounds, common spelling 
patterns (qu-; doubling the consonant 
and adding ςing as in win/winning; 
changing the ending of a word from -y 
to ςies to make a plural, such as 
cherry/cherries), and common 
homophones (words that sound the 
same but have different spellings, such 
as hair/hare). 

L.3.2F F     1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

3.R.8 

3.R.8 Arrange words in alphabetical 
order (e.g., given a list of words, such 
as apple, grapefruit, cherry, banana, 
pineapple, and peach, put them in 
alphabetical order). 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.R.8 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

3.R.9 
3.R.9 Demonstrate use of decoding 
skills and context to identify new 
words in a text. 

L.3.4A F     2 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

3.R.10 

3.R.10 Orally read grade-appropriate 
text smoothly and accurately with 
expression that connotes 
comprehension at the independent 
level (e.g., 95% comprehension, 
benchmark fluency). 

RF.3.4B F     2 Y Y  
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

3.R.11 

3.R.11 Read silently unfamiliar, grade-
appropriate text with comprehension 
at the independent level (e.g., 95% 
comprehension). 

RF.3.4A F     2 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

3.R.12 

3.R.12 Apply Grade 3 standards for 
comprehension of Nonfiction, Fiction, 
Poetry, Drama, and Myth, Legend, 
Traditional Narrative, and Classical 
Literature. 

         

MA 3.R.12 is determined to be not 
ratable because it includes a goal 
related to application of standards 
rather than a specific skill. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 7: Nonfiction 3.N.1 

3.N.1 Identify the introduction in a 
multi-paragraph nonfiction text and 
locate the main idea of the whole text 
in that introduction. 

RI.3.2 P     2 Y Y 

MA 3.N.1 partially addresses CCS 
RI.3.2, which includes details and 
support rather than simply locating 
the main idea. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 7: Nonfiction 3.N.2 
3.N.2 Identify the topic sentence and 
the gist of each paragraph. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.N.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 7: Nonfiction 3.N.3 

3.N.3 Identify how the nonfiction text 
is organized (e.g., chronological, 
problem-solution, topical 
organization). 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.N.3 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 7: Nonfiction 3.N.4 

3.N.4 Identify common textual features 
(e.g., paragraphing, topic sentences, 
words in bold or italics, glossary) and 
graphic features (e.g., charts, graphs, 
maps). 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.N.4 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 7: Nonfiction 3.N.5 

3.N.5 Identify selected types of 
nonfiction: texts written to provide 
information about a particular topic, 
expository texts written to examine or 
analyze particular event, discovery, 
invention, or natural phenomenon, 
and biographies written to tell the 
ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.N.5 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 7: Nonfiction 3.N.6 
3.N.6 Distinguish fact from fiction or 
opinion. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.N.6 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 8: Fiction 3.F.1 

3.F.1 Identify elements of fiction 
(character, setting, problem, and 
solution) and analyze how major 
events in a story lead from problem to 
solution. 

RL.3.3 P     3 Y Y 

MA 3.F.1 partially addresses CCS 
RL.3.3, which refers only to 
characters and their actions 
contributing to the sequence of 
events. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 8: Fiction 3.F.2 

3.F.2 Identify personality traits of 
characters from the thoughts, words, 
and actions that reveal their 
personalities. 

RL.3.3 P     2 Y Y 

MA 3.F.2 partially addresses CCS 
RL.3.3. Although MA 3.F.2 
addresses identifying, to accurately 
complete the task, a student must 
evaluate the clues in a passage and 
then deduce personality traits. CCS 
RL.3.3 focuses more on characters' 
actions and the sequence of 
events. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 8: Fiction 3.F.3 

3.F.3 Identify foreshadowing clues as 
hints from the author about 
ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΩ ŘŜǎǘƛƴƛŜǎ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
happen later in a story. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.F.3 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 8: Fiction 3.F.4 
3.F.4 Identify the meaning of similes 
and metaphors. 

RL.3.4 F     2 Y Y 
CCS RL.3.4 is more general than 
MA 3.F.4, referring to meaning of 
words and phrases in general. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 8: Fiction 3.F.5 
3.F.5 Identify themes as the moral 
lessons in folktales, fables, and Greek 
myths for children. 

RL.3.2 F     2 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 9: Poetry 3.P.1 

3.P.1 Identify poetic elements (e.g., 
rhyme, rhythm, repetition, sensory 
images) and basic forms of poetry 
(e.g., a couplet). 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.P.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 9: Poetry 3.P.2 
3.P.2 Identify stanza and verse as 
terms for groups of lines in poetry. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.P.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 
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Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 9: Poetry 3.P.3 
3.P.3 Memorize and recite appealing 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇƻŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴƎǎΦ 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.P.3 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 10: Drama 3.D.1 

3.D.1 Identify elements of plot and 
character presented through dialogue 
and/or action in scripts that are read, 
viewed, listened to, or performed. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.P.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 10: Drama 3.D.2 

3.D.2 Plan and perform readings for an 
audience, using appropriate 
expression, clear diction, and adequate 
volume. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.D.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 

11: Myth, 
Legend, 
Traditional 
Narrative, and 
Classical 
Literature 

3.M.1 
3.M.1 Identify phenomena explained in 
origin myths (Prometheus/fire; 
Pandora/evils). 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.D.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 

11: Myth, 
Legend, 
Traditional 
Narrative, and 
Classical 
Literature 

3.M.2 

3.M.2 Identify and compare the 
adventures or exploits of a character 
type in the traditional literature of 
different cultures (e.g., trickster tales 
such as the Anansi tales from Africa, 
the Iktomi stories of the Plains Indians, 
ǘƘŜ .ǊΩŜǊ wŀōōƛǘ ǘŀƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀƴƪǎ 
of Til Eulenspiegel). 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.M.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

3 

11: Myth, 
Legend, 
Traditional 
Narrative, and 
Classical 
Literature 

3.M.3 

3.M.3 Identify the meaning of 
figurative phrases used today that 
come from Greek mythology (e.g., the 
Midas touch). 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.M.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

3 
12: The Research 
Process 

3.RP.1 
3.RP.1 Locate information in reference 
texts, electronic resources, or through 
interviews. 

RI.3.5 F     2 Y Y  
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Research 
and 
Writing 

3 
12: The Research 
Process 

3.RP.2 
3.RP.2 Determine the accuracy and 
relevance of the information for their 
specific questions. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.RP.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

3 
12: The Research 
Process 

3.RP.3 
3.RP.3 Record relevant information in 
their own words. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 3.RP.3 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

3 
12: The Research 
Process 

3.RP.4 
3.RP.4 Organize and present the 
information in a report or annotated 
display. 

SL.3.4 P     3 Y Y 

MA 3.RP.4 partially addresses CCS 
SL.3.4 which includes reporting on 
a topic or text with facts and 
details. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

3 
13: Analytical 
Writing 

3.WE.1* 
(s/b  
3.WA.1) 

3.WE.1* State the topic in the title, 
develop a controlling idea for an 
introductory paragraph, and use a 
topic sentence for each of the other 
paragraphs in a multi-paragraph 
composition. For example, students 
interview adults in their community to 
answer ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
three most important things to know 
ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪΚέ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ 
composition, stating their controlling 
idea in the introduction and providing 
pertinent examples and details in 
several logically connected paragraphs. 

W.3.2A F     3 Y Y  
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Research 
and 
Writing 

3 
14: Persuasive 
Writing 

3.WP.1 

3.WP.1 Write multi-paragraph 
persuasive compositions in a variety of 
forms, choosing an appropriate level of 
formality for a particular audience. For 
example, students write a speech to 
persuade others at their school to 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƭŜŀƴ-up 
campaign. Because they will deliver the 
ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ 
announcements broadcast, they use 
language, reasons, and a song chosen 
to appeal to their peers. 

W.3.1A F     3 Y Y  

Research 
and 
Writing 

3 
15: Expressive 
Writing 

3.WE.1 
3.WE.1 Develop stories, poems, and 
scripts with real or imagined characters 
and topics. 

W.3.3A F     3 Y Y  

Research 
and 
Writing 

3 
15: Expressive 
Writing 

3.WE.2 

3.WE.2 Write specific descriptive 
details, use conversational language 
for dialogue, and a title that reflects 
the meaning of the piece of writing. 

W.3.3B F     3 Y Y  

Research 
and 
Writing 

3 
15: Expressive 
Writing 

3.WE.3 
3.WE.3 Organize writing using time 
order. 

W.3.3C F     2 Y Y  

Research 
and 
Writing 

3 
15: Expressive 
Writing 

3.WE.4 
3.WE.4 Connect ideas and events using 
straightforward introductory and 
transition words (e.g., once, then, and). 

W.3.3C F     2 Y Y  

Speaking 
and 
Listening 

4 
1: Discussion and 
Group Work 

4.DG.1 
4.DG.1 State ideas coherently and 
concisely in group discussions and 
projects. 

SL.4.1D F     2 Y Y  
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Speaking 
and 
Listening 

4 
2: Oral 
Presentation 

4.OP.1 

4.OP.1 Plan and make informal 
presentations that maintain a 
controlling idea and recognizable 
organization (e.g., a chronological 
sequence, topics by order of 
importance, comparison-contrast, or 
cause and effect). 

SL.4.4 F     3 Y Y  

Language 
Study 

4 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

4.SE.1 
4.SE.1 Identify adjectives, nouns, 
pronouns, verbs, and adverbs in 
sentences and explain their function. 

L.3.1A F     1 Y Y 
MA 4.SE.1 is a off-grade match 
with CCS L.3.1A. 

Language 
Study 

4 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

4.SE.2 
4.SE.2 Identify and correctly use simple 
and compound sentences. 

L.3.1I F     2 Y Y 
MA 4.SE.2 is a off-grade match 
with CCS L.3.1I. 

Language 
Study 

4 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

4.SE.3 
4.SE.3 Identify and correctly write 
quotation marks to denote spoken or 
quoted words. 

L.4.2B F     1 Y Y  

Language 
Study 

4 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

4.SE.4 
4.SE.4 Identify and correctly write 
apostrophes in contractions. 

L.2.2C F     1 Y Y 
MA 4.SE.4 is a off-grade match 
with CCS L.2.2C. 

Language 
Study 

4 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

4.VC.1 
4.VC.1 Determine the meaning of 
common proverbs (e.g., "A stitch in 
time saves nine."). 

L.4.5B F     2 Y Y  
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Language 
Study 

4 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

4.VC.2 

4.VC.2 Identify the meaning of 
common, grade-appropriate Greek and 
Latin roots to determine the meaning 
of unfamiliar English words that use 
them (e.g., students discuss the 
meaning of the common Greek root, 
graph, to help them understand the 
meaning of the words telegraph, 
photograph, and autograph). 

L.4.4B F     2 Y Y  

Language 
Study 

4 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

4.VC.3 

4.VC.3 Identify the meaning of grade-
appropriate Latin and Greek prefixes 
(e.g., Latin bi- as in bicycle, Greek oct- 
as in octopus, tele- as in telescope, 
photo- as in photosynthesis, and auto- 
as in autobiography) and determine 
the meaning of words that use them. 

L.4.4B F     2 Y Y  

Language 
Study 

4 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

4.VC.4 

пΦ±/Φп 5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ŀ ǿƻǊŘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
speech from its suffix (e.g., the noun 
beauty, the adjective beautiful, and the 
adverb beautifully). 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.VC.4 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Language 
Study 

4 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

4.VC.5 

4.VC.5 Identify words from other 
languages that have been adopted into 
English (e.g., ballet, pizza, sushi, 
algebra). 

      1 Y N 
The skill described in MA 4.VC.5 is 
not addressed in the CCS. 

Language 
Study 

4 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

4.VC.6 
4.VC.6 Identify and explain the 
meaning of figurative language (e.g., 
eager beaver). 

L.4.5A F     2 Y Y 
Unlike MA 4.VC.6, CCS L.4.5A 
explicitly mentions only similes and 
metaphors. 

Language 
Study 

4 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

4.VC.7 

4.VC.7 Use a dictionary or thesaurus to 
find pronunciations, meanings of 
words, and alternate word choices in 
general reading and writing. 

L.4.4C F     1 Y Y  
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Language 
Study 

4 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

4.VC.8 
4.VC.8 Use a glossary in a textbook for 
key words in assigned curriculum 
materials. 

L.4.4C F     1 Y N 
MA 4FL.1 is not measurable 
according to decision to rule 1. 

Language 
Study 

4 
5: Formal and 
Informal English 

4.FI.1 
4.FI.1 Demonstrate through role-
playing appropriate use of formal and 
informal language. 

SL.4.6 F     2 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

4.R.1 
4.R.1 Write legibly in cursive, leaving 
spaces between words. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.R.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

4.R.2 

4.R.2 Use knowledge of all letter-sound 
correspondences, syllabication 
patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots 
and affixes) to read accurately 
unfamiliar multi-syllabic words. 

RF.4.3A F     2 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

4.R.3 

4.R.3 Read and correctly spell grade-
appropriate roots (e.g., unnecessary, 
cowardly), prefixes and suffixes (mis-, 
un-, -ful, -ing), and important words 
from all grade-specific content 
curricula. 

L.4.2D P     1 Y Y 

MA 4.R.3 is more specific than  CCS 
L.4.2D, which addresses only 
spelling in general and does not 
address prefixes and suffixes. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

4.R.4 

4.R.4 Orally read grade-appropriate 
text smoothly and accurately with 
expression that connotes 
comprehension at the independent 
level (e.g., 95% comprehension, 
benchmark fluency). 

RF.4.4B F     2 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

4.R.5 

4.R.5 Read silently unfamiliar, grade-
appropriate text with comprehension 
at the independent level (e.g., 95% 
comprehension). 

RF.4.4A F     2 Y Y  
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Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

4.R.6 

4.R.6 Apply Grade 4 standards for 
comprehension of Nonfiction, Fiction, 
Poetry, Drama, and Myth, Legend, 
Traditional Narrative, and Classical 
Literature. 

         

MA 4.R.6  is determined to not be 
ratable because it includes a goal 
related to application of standards 
rather than a specific skill. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 7: Nonfiction 4.N.1 

4.N.1 Identify and distinguish between 
expository texts written to examine or 
analyze a particular event, discovery, 
invention, or natural phenomenon, 
and persuasive texts written to urge 
the reader to adopt a belief or take a 
particular course of action. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.N.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 7: Nonfiction 4.N.2 

пΦbΦн 9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜ 
purpose in a piece of analytical or 
persuasive writing, using evidence 
from the text. 

      3 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.N.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 7: Nonfiction 4.N.3 

4.N.3 Identify the topic of a multi-
paragraph expository text, its 
introductory material, the main idea of 
the text, the topic sentences and 
details in the paragraphs that make up 
the body of the text, and the gist of its 
concluding paragraph. 

RI.4.2 F     3 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 7: Nonfiction 4.N.4 

4.N.4 Identify the claim or argument 
made in a multi-paragraph persuasive 
text and explain how each paragraph 
supports the claim. 

RI.5.8 F     2 Y Y 
MA 4.N.4 is an off-grade match 
with CCS RI.5.8. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 7: Nonfiction 4.N.5 
4.N.5 Identify the connectives between 
paragraphs and the logical 
relationships they indicate. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.N.5 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 
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Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 7: Nonfiction 4.N.6 

4.N.6 Identify the organizational 
structures (e.g., order of importance, 
time and space; cause-and-effect; 
comparison-contrast) in expository or 
persuasive texts. 

RI.4.5 F     2 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 7: Nonfiction 4.N.7 

4.N.7 Identify textual structures (e.g., 
subheadings, appendices, links, 
sidebars, and site maps for websites) 
and graphic features, (e.g., timelines, 
page or website design, and website 
video/audio clips) and explain how 
they help readers to comprehend text. 

RI.4.7 F     2 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 8: Fiction 4.F.1 
4.F.1 Identify and describe how main 
characters in a story or novel change as 
a result of events. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.F.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 8: Fiction 4.F.2 
4.F.2 Identify the narrator of a story or 
novel (e.g., a character in the story, the 
author, someone else). 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.F.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 8: Fiction 4.F.3 
4.F.3 Identify and analyze imagery and 
figurative language (e.g., the roar of 
traffic and the hum of human beings). 

RL.4.4 P     2 Y Y 
MA 4.F.3 partially addresses CCS 
RL.4.4, which refers to determining 
the meaning of words and phrases. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 8: Fiction 4.F.4 
4.F.4 Identify the theme of a passage, 
story, or novel and provide evidence 
for the interpretation. 

RL.4.2 F     3 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 8: Fiction 4.F.5 
4.F.5 Identify differences between 
American tall tales, mysteries, science 
fiction, and adventure stories. 

RL.4.9 F     3 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 9: Poetry 4.P.1 

4.P.1 Identify rhyme elements, such as 
consonance (i.e., repetition of 
consonant only sounds) and assonance 
(i.e., repetition of vowel only sounds). 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.P.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 
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Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 9: Poetry 4.P.2 
4.P.2 Identify forms of poetry (e.g., the 
limerick or haiku). 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.P.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 9: Poetry 4.P.3 
4.P.3 Identify similes, metaphors, and 
sensory images. 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.P.3 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 10: Drama 4.D.1 
4.D.1 Identify and analyze how 
characters change from the beginning 
to the end of a play or film. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.D.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 

11: Myth, 
Legend, 
Traditional 
Narrative, and 
Classical 
Literature 

4.M.1 
4.M.1 Identify characteristics of 
legends (e.g., Robin Hood or King 
Arthur). 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.M.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 

11: Myth, 
Legend, 
Traditional 
Narrative, and 
Classical 
Literature 

4.M.2 

4.M.2 Identify culturally significant 
characters and places in Greek, Roman, 
and Norse mythology (e.g., Athena, 
Apollo, Pan, Zeus, Jupiter, Mercury, 
Hades, Thor, Woton, Mt. Olympus, 
Valhalla, the river Styx). 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.M.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

4 

11: Myth, 
Legend, 
Traditional 
Narrative, and 
Classical 
Literature 

4.M.3 

4.M.3 Identify English words that come 
from Greek, Roman, and Norse 
mythology (e.g., names of days of 
week, months, constellations). 

      1 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.M.3 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

4 
12: The Research 
Process 

4.RP.1 

4.RP.1 Identify and read through a 
variety of relevant sources (e.g., digital, 
print, and/or interviews with local 
authorities). 

      1 Y N 
The skill described in MA 4.RP.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

4 
12: The Research 
Process 

4.RP.2 
4.RP.2 On the basis of these sources, 
decide on one major research question 
to address. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.RP.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 



Massachusetts English Language Arts Curriculum Framework Working Draft: Analyst Ratings 

 July 2010  MA ELA-37 

Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Research 
and 
Writing 

4 
12: The Research 
Process 

4.RP.3 

4.RP.3 Use organizational features of 
print and digital sources (e.g., table of 
contents, indices, glossaries, website 
headings and links) efficiently to locate 
further information. 

RI.4.7 F     2 Y Y  

Research 
and 
Writing 

4 
12: The Research 
Process 

4.RP.4 
4.RP.4 Determine the accuracy of the 
information gathered. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.RP.4 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

4 
12: The Research 
Process 

4.RP.5 
4.RP.5 Record pertinent source 
information and follow an established 
format. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.RP.5 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

4 
12: The Research 
Process 

4.RP.6 

4.RP.6 Summarize and organize 
information using a variety of tools 
(e.g., note cards, spreadsheets, 
outlines, graphic organizers). 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.RP.6 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

4 
12: The Research 
Process 

4.RP.7 

4.RP.7 Cite all quoted words, 
ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ 
and identify sources for illustrations, 
graphs, or video clips copied or 
imported from print or digital sources. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.RP.7 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

4 
12: The Research 
Process 

4.RP.8 

4.RP.8 Present the research project 
and evaluate how completely, 
accurately, and efficiently the major 
research question was explored or 
answered. 

      4 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.RP.8 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 
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Research 
and 
Writing 

4 
13: Analytical 
Writing 

4.WE.1* 
(s/b  
4.WA.1) 

4.WE.1* Write a multi-paragraph 
composition on a subject studied in 
school with a topic in the title, 
introductory paragraph with a clear 
controlling idea, paragraphs that have 
topic sentences and a logical 
organization (e.g., order of 
importance, time and space, cause and 
effect, comparison-contrast), and an 
effective conclusion. 

W.4.2A F     3 Y Y  

Research 
and 
Writing 

4 
13: Analytical 
Writing 

4.WE.2* 
(s/b  
4.WA.2) 

4.WE.2* Provide facts, specific details, 
and examples that support ideas and 
extend explanations. 

W.4.2B F     3 Y Y  

Research 
and 
Writing 

4 
13: Analytical 
Writing 

4.WE.3* 
(s/b  
4.WA.3) 

4.WE.3* Use language and level of 
formality that is appropriate to the 
audience and purpose of the 
composition and connect ideas and 
events using relatively simple 
transition words (e.g., first, second, 
and, but). 

      3 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.WE.3* 
is not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Research 
and 
Writing 

4 
14: Persuasive 
Writing 

4.WP.1 

4.WP.1 Identify an audience and 
purpose for a letter, speech, pamphlet, 
or editorial and write text that clearly 
states a position, supports it with 
reasons, and has a clear conclusion. 
For example, after visiting an animal 
shelter, students write and illustrate 
pamphlets to persuade families of the 
benefits of adopting a pet from a 
shelter. 

W.4.1A F     3 Y Y  

Research 
and 
Writing 

4 
15: Expressive 
Writing 

4.WE.1 

4.WE.1 Write personal narratives, 
letters, and poems that recall personal 
experiences and that have a beginning, 
middle, and end. 

W.4.3A F     3 Y Y  
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Research 
and 
Writing 

4 
15: Expressive 
Writing 

4.WE.2 
пΦ²9Φн 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΩ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ 
ways that reveal their personalities and 
feelings. 

W.4.3C F     3 Y Y  

Research 
and 
Writing 

4 
15: Expressive 
Writing 

4.WE.3 
4.WE.3 Employ vocabulary with 
sufficient sensory detail to give clear 
pictures of key events. 

W.4.3D F     2 Y Y  

Research 
and 
Writing 

4 
15: Expressive 
Writing 

4.WE.4 

4.WE.4 Organize writing using 
meaningful paragraphing and 
connecting ideas and events using 
relatively simple transition words, such 
as first, before, and, but. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 4.WE.4 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Speaking 
and 
Listening 

5 
1: Discussion and 
Group Work 

5.DG.1 
5.DG.1 Summarize points made by 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ 
ideas. 

SL.5.3 F     2 Y Y  

Speaking 
and 
Listening 

5 
2: Oral 
Presentation 

5.OP.1 

5.OP.1 Present a brief analysis of a 
text, film, or video, using appropriate 
gestures, vocabulary, pacing, and 
evidence from the text, film, or video. 

SL.5.4 F     3 Y Y 
MA 5.OP.1 involves classroom 
assessment only. CCS SL.5.4 is 
more general in terms of topic. 

Language 
Study 

5 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

5.SE.1 

5.SE.1 Identify nouns, pronouns, verbs, 
adverbs, adjectives, prepositions, and 
conjunctions in sentences and explain 
their function. 

L.5.1A F     1 Y Y  

Language 
Study 

5 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

5.SE.2 
5.SE.2 Identify and correctly use past, 
present, and future verb tenses. 

L.3.1E F     1 Y Y 
MA 5.SE.2 is an off-grade match 
with CCS L.3.1E. 

Language 
Study 

5 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

5.SE.3 

5.SE.3 Demonstrate ways to expand or 
reduce sentences by adding or deleting 
modifiers, by combining sentences, or 
by breaking long sentences into parts. 

L.5.3A F     2 Y Y  
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Language 
Study 

5 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

5.SE.4 
5.SE.4 Identify and use a variety of 
simple and compound sentences. 

L.3.1I F     2 Y Y 
MA 5.SE.4 is an off-grade match 
with CCS L.3.1I. 

Language 
Study 

5 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

5.SE.5 
5.SE.5 Identify and correctly punctuate 
compound sentences. 

L.4.2C F     1 Y Y 
MA 5.SE.5 is an off-grade match 
with CCS L.4.2C. 

Language 
Study 

5 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

5.SE.6 
5.SE.6 Identify and correctly write 
apostrophes in singular nouns to show 
possession. 

L.3.2D F     1 Y Y 
MA 5.SE.6 is an off-grade match 
with CCS L.3.2D. 

Language 
Study 

5 

3: The Structure 
and Conventions 
of Modern 
English 

5.SE.7 
5.SE.7 Use knowledge of correct 
spelling for commonly used 
homophones when writing. 

L.5.2E F     1 Y Y  

Language 
Study 

5 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

5.VC.1 
5.VC.1 Determine the meaning of 
unfamiliar words in context using 
definitions or examples. 

L.5.4A F     2 Y Y  

Language 
Study 

5 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

5.VC.2 

5.VC.2 Identify the meaning of grade-
appropriate Latin, Greek, and Anglo-
Saxon roots, prefixes and suffixes (e.g., 
Latin pro- as in pro-labor, Greek 
pseudo- as in pseudonym, and Anglo-
Saxon mis- as in mislead) and 
determine the meaning of unfamiliar 
words that use them. 

L.5.4B F     2 Y Y  

Language 
Study 

5 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

5.VC.3 
5.VC.3 Explain the meaning of similes 
and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a 
picture; a bridge over troubled water). 

L.5.5A F     2 Y Y  
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Language 
Study 

5 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

5.VC.4 

5.VC.4 Use a dictionary or thesaurus to 
find pronunciations, parts of speech, 
meanings of words, and alternate word 
choices in general reading and writing. 

L.5.4C F     1 Y Y  

Language 
Study 

5 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

5.VC.5 

5.VC.5 Identify and use words and 
phrases that signal contrast, addition, 
and other logical relationships (e.g., 
however, although, nevertheless, 
similarly, moreover, in addition, etc.) 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 5.VC.5 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Language 
Study 

5 
4: Vocabulary 
and Concept 
Development 

5.VC.6 
5.VC.6 Use a glossary in a textbook to 
find precise meanings of key words in 
assigned curriculum materials. 

L.5.4C F     1 Y N 
MA 5.VC.6 is not measurable 
according to decision rule 1. 

Language 
Study 

5 
5: Formal and 
Informal English 

5.FI.1 
5.FI.1 Identify differences in formal and 
informal language used in a film. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 5.Fl.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

5 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

5.R.1 

5.R.1 Read and spell correctly all key 
words from grade-specific content 
curricula and hyphenate them 
correctly. 

L.5.2E F     1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

5 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

5.R.2 

5.R.2 Read and spell correctly grade-
appropriate words with prefixes 
(understood/misunderstood, 
excused/unexcused) or suffixes 
(final/finally, mean/meanness) and 
contractions (will not/ǿƻƴΩǘ, it is/ƛǘΩǎΣ 
they would/ǘƘŜȅΩŘ). 

L.5.4B F     1 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

5 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

5.R.3 

5.R.3 Orally read grade-appropriate 
text smoothly and accurately with 
expression that connotes 
comprehension at the independent 
level (e.g., 95% comprehension, 
benchmark fluency). 

RF.5.4B F     2 Y Y  
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

5 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

5.R.4 

5.R.4 Read silently unfamiliar, grade-
appropriate text with comprehension 
at the independent level (e.g., 95% 
comprehension). 

RF.5.4A F     2 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

5 
6: Foundations 
of Reading and 
Spelling 

5.R.5 

5.R.5 Apply Grade 5 standards for 
comprehension of Nonfiction, Fiction, 
Poetry, Drama, and Myth, Legend, 
Traditional Narrative, and Classical 
Literature. 

         

MA 5.R.5  is determined to not be 
ratable because it includes a goal 
related to application of standards 
rather than a specific skill. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

5 7: Nonfiction 5.N.1 

5.N.1 Identify and analyze the 
introduction, controlling (main) idea, 
supporting facts, and conclusion of an 
expository text. 

RI.5.2 F     3 Y Y 
Unlike MA 5.N.1, CCS RI.5.2 
specifies two or more main ideas. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

5 7: Nonfiction 5.N.2 

5.N.2 Identify and analyze the stated 
main claim, supporting premises and 
evidence, and conclusion of a 
persuasive argument. 

RL.5.2 P     3 Y Y 

MA 5.N.2 partially addresses CCS 
RL.5.2, which does not relate ideas 
specifically to persuasive texts and 
does suggest that two or more 
main ideas be explained. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

5 7: Nonfiction 5.N.3 

5.N.3 Identify the type of evidence 
used to support a claim in a persuasive 
text (e.g., scientific research evidence, 
anecdotal evidence based on personal 
knowledge, or the discipline-based 
opinion of experts). 

RI.5.8 F     2 Y Y  

Reading 
and 
Literature 

5 7: Nonfiction 5.N.4 

5.N.4 Identify selected types of 
informational texts: biographies, 
autobiographies, newspaper articles, 
encyclopedias, travelogues, political 
commentary, research reports 
personal writing (memoirs, chronicles), 
and procedural or practical texts 
explaining how to accomplish a task. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 5.N.4 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 
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Cluster Grade Strand ID Student Learning Standards Match 1 F/P Match 2 F/P2 Match 3 F/P3 DOK Clarity 
Measur-
ability Comments 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

5 7: Nonfiction 5.N.5 

5.N.5 Use reasoning to determine the 
logic ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ 
persuasive text and provide evidence 
from the text to support reasoning. 

RI.5.8 P     3 Y Y 
MA 5.N.5 partially addresses CCS 
RI.5.8, which does not relate ideas 
specifically to persuasive texts. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

5 8: Fiction 5.F.1 
5.F.1 Identify and describe how the 
main characters in a story or novel 
change over time. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 5.F.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

5 8: Fiction 5.F.2 
5.F.2 Identify and describe conflict in a 
story or novel and its resolution. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 5.F.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

5 8: Fiction 5.F.3 

5.F.3 Identify the differences between 
fantasies (e.g., Mary Poppins), 
historical fiction, true adventure 
stories. 

      3 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 5.F.3 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

5 8: Fiction 5.F.4 
5.F.4 Apply knowledge of the concept 
that theme refers to the main idea or 
meaning of a story. 

RL.4.2 F     2 Y Y 
MA 5.F.4 is an off-grade match 
with CCS RL.4.2. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

5 8: Fiction 5.F.5 
5.F.5 Identify how the author uses 
descriptions of settings to create a 
mood. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 5.F.5 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

5 9: Poetry 5.P.1 

5.P.1 Identify sound elements (e.g., 
alliteration and rhyme scheme, 
couplets, ABAB) and visual elements 
(e.g., unusual patterns of punctuation 
or capitalization). 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 5.P.1 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

5 9: Poetry 5.P.2 
5.P.2 Identify forms of poems (e.g., 
dramatic poems with dialogue and 
action). 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 5.P.2 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 

Reading 
and 
Literature 

5 9: Poetry 5.P.3 
5.P.3 Explain how poets use sound 
effects in humorous poems. 

      2 Y Y 
The skill described in MA 5.P.3 is 
not addressed in the CCS 
standards. 




